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Outside 
By M. Mannington Dexter 


Acts 3:2 


HAs! Do you hear them weeping in 
the dark outside the gate? 

Lame are they, and sin-sick, and lo, the 
hour is late. 

Hark! Do you hear the music ring in the 
House of Prayer ? — 

And these beyond the threshold lost in their 
dark despair. © 


Hark! Do you hear God calling to the 
worshipers within, 

*sGo to My lost ones lying crippled and 
bound by sin; 

To them belongs the music, and grace of 
lifted prayer ; 

They lie at the gate of My temple, will you 

- leave them lying there?” 


Still take the name of Jesus, and the lame 
shall hear and leap ; 

Still take the name of Jesus to the souls that 
sin and weep, 

Till in through the gate of the temple shall 
pass a resistless tide — 

Of the lame, who once in their sorrow lay in 
the dark outside. 


4 
Three Beliefs 


There is only one belief for the Chris- 
tian. But this one belief carries with it 
many beliefs. The one belief is in God: 
the Christian believes God, “for he that 
cometh to God must believe that he is” 
(Heb. 11:6). And if we believe God, we 
must believe all that God has revealed, all 
that he tells us is true; and so we must 
believe in his Son, and all. that God tells 
us about his Son. There are, among many 
other beliefs that the Christian must hold 
if he believes God, three central and pre- 


cious beliefs. We see them stated from 
time to time on church calendars or on 
letterheads of Christian institutions. A 
church calendar puts this Trinity of Be- 
liefs in this way: “We believe the In- 
spired Book (2 Tim. 3:16); the Precious 
Blood (1 Pet. 1:19); that Blessed Hope 
(Titus 2:13).” Three B’s tell us of these 
three beliefs: Book, Blood, Blessed Hope. 
We believe the Book because “All scrip- 
ture is given by inspiration of God.” We 
believe in the Blood because the only way 
we can be saved is “with the precious blood 
of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and 
without spot.” Thus believing, we con- 
tinue moment by moment “looking for that 
blessed hope, and the glorious appearing 
of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ.” Are these Three Beliefs our be- 
liefs? When they are, then “believing, ye 
rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of 
glory” (1 Pet. 1:8). 


= 
Facts and Feelings 


No one was ever saved by his feelings. 
Nor was anyone ever lost because of his 
feelings. Men are saved by the facts that 
make God’s plan of salvation, and by per- 
sonal acceptance of those facts. Men are 
lost because of certain facts,—they are 


sinners, the wages of sin is death, there 
is only one Saviour, and they have not 
accepted that only Saviour. Some one has 
noted the following remarkable character- 
istic of the four Gospels: “The writers 
of the Gospels record the most harrowing 
scenes that affected them very much, yet 
they never express one word of emotion. 
The Holy Spirit wanted the facts recorded, 
and not their feelings about the facts.” 
This is one of the convincing evidences. of 
divine inspiration: because of it the Bible 
is different from all other books. The 
facts that make the Gospel of salvation are 
“that Christ died for our sins according to 
the scriptures; and that he was buried, 
and that he rose again the third day 
according to the scriptures” (1 Cor. 15: 
3, 4). The secret of living victoriously 
after we are saved by faith in these divinely 
declared facts is another fact. “For if, 
when we were enemies, we were reconciled 
to God by the death of his Son, much more, 
being reconciled, we shall be saved by his 
life,” —or “kept safe in his life’ (Rom. 
5:10). Our feelings, as- we go on living, 
may be very delightful, or they may be 
very cold, even discouraged. Let them be! 
They will ebb and flow like the tides of 
the sea; but the Rock of Ages does not 
ebb and flow, and this Fact, Christ him- 
self, is our salvation and safety. 
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The Ministry of Refreshing Others | 


By a missionary in Ethiopia 


aries have frequently to make in 

the land of Ethiopia takes them 
through a desert which requires about four 
hours for crossing. Between nine and three 
o’clock the heat is: most oppressive. Pack 
animals act as though their feet had sud- 
denly become weighted with lead. Native 
head-carriers find it necessary to stop fre- 
quently for a rest. And, as the white man 
crosses this arid stretch, devoid of alli 
vegetation, except an occasional scraggly 
thorn tree, he looks longingly to the ver- 
dant mountains in the distance and wishes 
that his “long-eared express” could be made 
to travel faster than three miles an hour. 
The missionary has a delightful sur- 
prise upon his first trip through this desert, 


O*: of the journeys which mission- 





This is the first of three editorials, announced 
last week, by Harold B. Street, a missionary of 
the Sudan Interior Mission in Ethiopia. The 
editorials are based on 2 Timothy 1 : 16, 17, 
and Mr. Street draws many striking illustra- 
tions from his. experiences ‘on the mission field. 


however, for almost in the middle of it the 
trail, in a sudden descent, leads into a 
valley green with tropical vegetation, ring- 
ing with the production of a feathered 
symphony, and bringing refreshment and 
delight to every passer-by. Through this 
Eden a_ beautiful, crystal-clear stream 
gurgles its way from the distant mountain 
springs to crocodile, hippopotami-infested 
Lake Abaye. Never is there an animal 
that crosses this brook without stopping 
to drink. Never is there a native who 
‘trosses these waters, but will stop for a 
few moments’ rest, and while sitting on 
one of the boulders along its bank, bathe 
his feet in the refreshing flow. This valley, 
in the middle of the day, seems fresh from 
the hand of the Creator, and truly is an. 
oasis to many a weary traveler. 

Paul, writing the second time to his son 
in the faith, Timothy, says: “The Lord 
give mercy unto the house of Onesiphorus ; 
for he oft refreshed me” (2 Tim. 1: 16). 
It is rather significant, is it not, that this 
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word “refreshed,” so full of meaning, 
should be used only once (in the original) 
in the entire New Testament, and that in 
connection with a person so little known 
as Onesiphorus. In the original, it means, 
literally, “to lift up by breathing upon,” 
and is very closely related to life. Did 
not the man of God breathe upon the dead 
Shunammite’s son and restore life and joy? 
In our text, an insignificant, unheralded 
believer was the means of “lifting up” and 
encouraging the mighty Paul. Evidently, 
Onesiphorus was not an_ evangelist, 
preacher, or teacher, in the commonly ac- 
cepted sense of the term, but how tremen- 
dous was his ministry —lifting up the 
fallen in spirit. Who can estimate its real 
worth in the light of eternity? How re- 
freshing it is to come into the presence of 
the Christian who radiates love, joy, peace, 
long-suffering, kindness, goodness, faith- 
fulness, meekness, self-control! 

Such a ministry is not learned from 
books or in the classroom. Exhaling a 
Holy Ghost atmosphere is an “art” ac- 
quired in only one way —much conscious 
association with the Source, even the Lord 
Jesus and his Word. The fragrance of 
a garden of roses does not linger in the 
clothes of him who hurriedly passes 
through. Neither will the Christian leave 
more than a passing impression unless 
he lingers long in the fellowship of the 
Lord Jesus. 

Who will deny that Paul’s ministry 
was not more effective and more far- 
reaching because of Onesiphorus’ minis- 
try? Only one who had been trained in 
God’s school of prayer and meditation, one 
who had lived in the atmosphere of God’s 
House, could minister to Paul. The voca- 
tions that have the fewest adherents are 
those which are most exacting in their 
qualifications and most expensive in their 
training. Does this explain why there are 
so few like Onesiphorus in this day? The 
qualifications for a “refreshing” ministry 
are exacting — unwearying patience, Christ- 
like long-suffering, eye-single-to-his-glory 
perspective. The cost of training is ex- 
pensive —reproach of friends and loved 
ones, complete absence of this world’s 
honor, obscurity in the eyes of the world. 
After all, why should such a ministry be 
necessary? All that the Name of the Lord 
Jesus might be the more exalted and hon- 
ored through some other person. Not 
many qualify for a simple “refreshing” 
ministry. Not many are willing to pay the 
price of being used of God as a hidden 
blessing. 

The world, as never before, is passing 
through a desert experience. Man is try- 
ing to be optimistic in the face of unprece- 
dented, trying conditions, and finding it a 
most difficult assignment. The arms of 
most of God’s servants are hanging limp 
and heavy at their sides. The need is 
obvious. The world has thrown down its/ 
glove. Why are Christians so reluctant 
to accept the challenge? Is not God’s 
promise to Israel quite as apropos of this 
day? “And if thou draw out thy soul to 
the hungry, and satisfy the afflicted soul: 
then shall thy light rise in darkness, and 
thine obscurity be as the noonday; and 
Jehovah will guide thee continually, and 
satisfy thy soul in drought, and make 
strong thy bones; and thou shalt be like 
a watered garden, and like a spring of 
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water, whose waters fail not” (Isa. 58: 
10, 11). Why do not Christians believe 
the Lord Jesus and his Word? “He that 
believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, 
from within him shall flow rivers of liv- 
ing water” (John 7:38). Can it be that 
Christians are sluice gates, cutting off the 
refreshing flow from Heaven, when our 
Lord intended that we be 
Just a channel, full of eae, 
To the thirsty hearts around, 
To tell out Thy full salvation, 
All Thy loving message sound. 
Possibly the channel has become clogged 
with débris—a life occupied with self in- 
stead of spent in fellowship with the Lord 
Jesus. Does this not explain the apostasy 
in the church, the crowds wildly acclaim- 
ing twentieth century isms, the many “pro- 
fessors” turning from the Word to the 
“movements” of the day? Dear Christian, 
men are looking to you to refresh them, to 
lift them out of the stench of this world 
into the atmosphere of Heaven. Will you 
be a refreshing stream in the middle of 
the desert? Will you let the Holy Spirit 
make of you a modern Onesiphorus? 


Jesus, fill now with Thy Spirit 
Hearts that full surrender know, 

That the streams of living water 
From our inner man may flow. 








Notes on Open Letters 




















The Shortest Book Again 


Friendly correspondence between Wade 
C. Smith and a Florida reader concerning 
the shortest Book in the Bible was recently 
published in this department (Dec. 14, 
1935). Mr. Smith had originally said in 
his lesson article (Sept. 14) that Second 
John is the shortest book. The reader 
disagreed with him, saying that according 
to the count of verses this was true, but 
that Third John contained 294 words, while 
Second John contained 298. That is, Third 
John is the shortest if words are counted. 
Then Mr. Smith went a little farther and 
counted all the letters in both books, and 
as a result of this laborious task he found 
that Third John -contains 1,222 letters, 
while Second John contains only 1,200; 
and this time the Florida reader evidently 
felt the matter had gone far enough, for 
he agrees with Mr. Smith that “Second 
John appears to be the shortest book in 
the Bible, or rather is the shortest!” 
These figures are based on the King 
James Version. But these calculations are 
too superficial in the minds of three Greek 
students, so they have stepped from the 
side-lines into this field of friendly con- 
troversy with the following three letters: 


I was interested in the friendly discus- - 


sion between Wade C. Smith and his ad- 
mirer from Florida, over the comparative 
length of the Second and the Third Epistles 
of John, as given in THE Sunpay ScHOOL 
Times of December 14. I would like to 
suggest that the true way to determine this 
question is to go to the Greek New Tes- 
tament, and this shows that Third John is 
decidedly the shorter. In Greek, Second 
John has 248 words and 1,148 letters, while 
Third John has but 218 words and 1,094 


I noticed with a good deal of interest 
(Continued on page 190) 
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Diplomas Awarded to 
1,000 S. S, Teachers 


AVE you ever received a diploma 
showing that you are a trained and 
equipped Sunday school teacher? 


Only a few years ago the Evangelical 
Teacher Training Association was formed 
to meet the need of really Christian Edu- 
cation, and to offset and counteract the 
increasing Modernism in textbooks and 
training courses of much organized Sun- 
day school work. This new Association 
has already awarded 1,000 teachers’ diplo- 
mas for systematic and creditable work 
done by teachers enrolled in its courses. 


Don’t you want to know more about this 
wonderful work? THE SunpAy ScHOOL 
TIMEs is constantly making editorial plans 
to give you full and inspiring information. 


Next week’s issue will contain the first 
of two or three articles by Clarence H. 
Benson, Secretary of the Evangelical 
Teacher Training Association, reporting 
one of the most remarkable meetings ever 
held in the interests of Christian educa- 
tion. 


This meeting was on Christian Education 
Day at the Founder’s Week Conference of 
Moody Bible Institute, Chicago. Leaders 
in Christian Education from many parts 
of North America were present, and the 
heart of some of their messages will be 
given by Mr. Benson in these columns, 


He will tell of practical steps that have 
been taken to provide Scripturally sound 
textbooks for teacher training work, — 
there have been lamentably few of these in 
existence. 


Marion Lawrance, the great Sunday 
school leader, said years ago: “The 
teacher is the hinge upon which the Sun- 
day school swings.” Has your Sunday 
school the right kind of hinges? Mr. 
Benson’s articles offer a challenge and an 
invitation; Sunday school superintendents, 
teachers, and pastors everywhere will find 
them invaluable. 


Mr. Benson presents thrilling facts of 
increased Sunday school attendance, pupils 
with their lessons prepared, discipline prob- 
lems solved, more children attending 
church, substitute teachers always available, 
parents reached, and children led to Christ. 


But this is not all. Following Mr. Ben- 
son’s articles, THE SuNpDAY ScHOooL TIMES 
will publish, in frequent issues, five brief 
lessons, or Units, in the Preliminary 
Course of the E. T. T. A. These lessons 
will take up Child Study, Pedagogy, Sun- 
day School Administration, Teaching the 
Training Class, and the Workers’ Library. 


For those not now taking THE SuNpDay 
ScHoot Times all these articles may be 
had in a Ten Weeks Get Acquainted sub- 
scription to the Times for 25 cents. If 
there are teachers or superintendents among 
your friends, or in your own school or 
church, not now members of the Times 
Family, won’t you see that they take ad- 
vantage of this exceptional offer, by sending 
25 cents, with name and address and re- 
questing the Teacher Training Series, to 
The Sunday School Times Company, 325 
North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 
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To prevent a so-called Christian civilization from furnishing 


A World-Wide Movement to Protest Against Evolution 
~ ammunition to its atheistic enemies By Maud Howe 


on 








year, under the presidency of Sir 

Ambrose Fleming, M.A., D.Sc, 
F.R.S., Essex Hall. in London was 
crowded to capacity to hear the findings 
of an Evolution Protest Movement. A 
bloc of about twenty undergraduates who 
were unfavorable to the Protest attended 
the great meeting, and afterwards they 
expressed their amazement at the strength 
of the case against the theory of evolution, 
which had “never been presented to them 
before.” 

Preparations are now under way for a 
world-wide Evolution Protest Movement, 
and it is expected that on March 9 public 
meetings will be held simultaneously in 
England, Australia, Canada, and elsewhere. 
The prayers of God’s people are asked 
that these meetings may lead many unbe- 
lievers to find Christ as Saviour and Lord. 


A Foundation Stone of Atheism 


Evolutionary teaching is reaping a har- 
vest for the atheistic combine; it is claimed 
as one of the chief handles of world-wide 
anti-God propaganda, Evolution is one of 
the Five Incorporated Fundamentals of 
Atheism, its definition being given as “The 
doctrine that organisms are not designed, 
but are evolved mechanically, through natu- 
ral selection.” 

To quote further from atheist pamphlets : 
“Evolution is true. There is no God. 
Darwin disproved the supernatural, Evo- 
lution means materialism. Biology with- 
out evolution is like geography without 
the globe. Religion is romantic nonsense. 
Religious education is mis-education. The 
clergy are bewildered. They don’t know 
what to preach. Evolution explodes their 
doctrines. The day approaches when the 
Cross of Christianity will be replaced by 
the Red Star of Atheism as the emblem 
of a better day.” (A typographical error 
caused me to write that word “better” as 
“bitter”; truly bitterness and sorrow are 
the portion of those led away today in our 
schools and colleges by erroneous teaching 
that questions the Word that “shall not 
pass away.”) 

In presenting our case for the need of 
a world-wide Evolution Protest, we would 
quote Lieutenant-Colonel T. C, Skinner: 
“We find that by every means of publicity, 
from platform, pulpit, press, pictorial illus- 
tration, and even by broadcast, the World 
and his Wife have been so sedulously ad- 
vertised that, today, no thinking man would 
so much as dream of questioning the fact 
of organic evolution and the ape-ancestry 
of mankind.” 

Just the other day a fine-living, intellec- 
tual young man came some distance to 
see me. He came from a spiritual home 
to his first year at the University, and ap- 
peared deeply concerned at his own waver- 
ing faith. Said he: “No matter how I try, 
how I pray, I find doubts increasing as to 
the infallibility of the Bible; if evolution is 


QO: THE twelfth of February, last 





Seven years ago, out of a personal 
sorrow, was born a longing to find God’s 
plan in a more definite way of service, and 
God answered the heart-call that went up 
to him by leading the writer into a wor 
that seemed so utterly distasteful and 
impossible that three times within three 
years she begged God to release her 
from the burden. But his answer was 
so clear, his command so impossible to 
turn into other longed-for fields of op- 
portunity, that the work of the Canadian 
Christian Crusade went on, and God’s 
faithfulness continued through apparently 
insuperable difficulties, opposition, and 
financial problems, until today the Inter- 
national Christian Crusade carries its 
soul-winning challenge to many places in 
and beyond Canada. 

The foundation of the work is prayer; 
each month hundreds of prayer requests 
sent in to the I. C. C. office (mainly 
concerning faith problems) are sent out 
to 215 Prayer Centers, to be taken up 
by God’s people in faith for his answer. 
In addition regular prayer meetings are 

~ held weekly and monthly, and many of 
God’s stewards also “remember” the 
Secretary in her speaking engagements, 
correspondence, and other work. 

The work includes Nurses’ Christian 
Fellowships ; Teachers’ Christian Fellow- 
ships; Hospital Ward Services; Weekly 
Bible Studies among nurses on _ hos- 
pital premises; Children’s Work; a 
Series of Bible Difficulties Answered; 
circulation (in many thousands) of help- 
ful literature and Gospels to meet the 
attacks of the anti-God combine. 











right, Christianity is founded on a fable.” 

It is because-of such disasters, and their 
number is legion, that wide-awake Chris- 
tians in many parts of the world feel con- 
strained to make a definite stand against 
the emphasis in our schools and colleges 
on Evolution as proved fact when it is 
hypothesis only. Thousands of our students 
today believe what they are told as to the 
unreliability of Genesis; through this false 
evolutionary teaching atheistic forces, seek- 
ing to bring about world-revolution on a 
foundation of atheism are presented with 
material by a Christian civilization! 

A letter dated January 3, 1035, from a 
university student to us reads: “My first 
four months here at have been most 
enjoyable. . . . However, I must admit that 
many small but significant features have 
occurred, and my spiritual foundation has 
experienced a discouraging shake-up. ... 
I-am requesting you to send any available 
material to use in a term paper....I am 
sure your literature will be a mighty 
strengthener to me and to many with whom 
I am intimately acquainted.” 

We sent literature to this student “shaky” 
after four months (what is the aftermath 
of four years?), and received a further 
letter in June: “More than glad to have 
received your kind letter of introduction 
to Mr. . I appreciated your initial 
letter no less than this splendid offer which 
you have given me in your last letter. 
Though an entirely different J. 
B———_— than I was in September of 1934, 











I am confident that, with your and others’ 
help, I have. survived the strongest blows 
of a havoc-rendering freshman year in 
college.” 

It is our practice in the I, C. C. to make 
contacts between inquiring and bewildered 
students and men of learning who. believe 
the Word of God to be infallible; great 
help is thus given, faith retained, and God 
is honored in his Word. Happiest results 
followed the case quoted, and this is the 
general rule. 

Through seven years’ spade work we 
have established contacts of strategic value 
to which we could (and will if God’s stew- 
ards make it possible) send thousands of 
pieces of helpful literature. Much has been 
done, but the farther fields are indeed white 
unto harvest, and we lay this before God’s 
people with prayer for his guidance as to 
their part-tithing with us in our oppor- 
tunity and need, 

There Is No “Missing Link’ 

The Evolution Protest Movement has 
been taken up as a further branch of our 
work in Canada, in answer to an increasing 
demand for information on the evolution 
issue. It may be interesting, just here, 
to note a few of the hundreds of testimonies 
from scientists of the highest standing: 

Dr. Etheridge, famous fossilologist of 
the British Museum: “In all this - great 
museum there is not a particle of evidence 
of the transmutation of species.” 

Professor Virchow, of Berlin, a natural- 
ist of world-wide fame: “The attempt to 
find the transition from the animal to man 
has ended in total failure.” 

Professor Huxley: “Evolution is not 
proved, and not provable.” 

Sir William Dawson (whose son, Dr. 
W. Bell Dawson, F.R.S., is the Honorary 
President of the International Christian 
Crusade) : “Paleontology furnishes no evi- 
dence as to the actual transformation of 
one species into another.” 

A challenge for God and his Christ is 
before us today. Clear witness, and cer- 
tainty in belief in the infallibility of the 
Scriptures is hungered for by many seekers 
after truth. A high official told the writer 
that our present-day preachers seem to be 
“past masters at evasion.” His heart, and 
the hearts of many others, are hungry for 
bread, while they are being given stones. 
Once again the cry rings down to us who 
name the Name of Christ: ‘When the 
Son of man cometh, shall he find [the] 
faith on the earth?” 

May we once again draw the attention 
of Christian men and women to the fact 
that world-wide revolution is being built 
up rapidly on a foundation of atheism. 
The leaders seize every opportunity to dis- 
credit the Bible. Why present them with 
another plank for their platform by refus- 
ing to recognize that evolution is “an un- 
proved and unprovable theory”? (Huxley.) 

TorRONTO. 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





By Ernest Gordon 








HRISTMAS Singing in Denmark.— 
Unexpected train delays stranded 
the writer in the little Danish town 

of Hillerod on Christmas Day, so he 
went to the castle church in the morning 
(Dutch Renaissance style, with over-rich 
decorations of pink genii, fruit garlands, 
gilded crocketting on the roof vaulting). 
The church was full of people. With the 
exception of a brief Christmas meditation 
from the pulpit it was almost altogether 
a service of hymns. Long hymns, some 
with ten verses and every verse sung! 
There was no massacre of thought and 
sequence with the formula, “We will sing 
the first, second, and last stanza.” Rather, 
instruction and worship and theology and 
meditation in their most attractive guise, 
for the hymn book is, or should be, a 
sung creed, a musical confession of 
faith. 

Anthems there were none; a choir, yes, 
but only to lead and undergird the mas- 
sive singing of the people. 

The lovely music of these hymns has 
the Danish joyousness. In the state 
churches of Sweden and Finland the music 
is too often medieval-mournful, possibly 
a heritage of the time when, in the North, 
there was Black Death and bad sanitation 
and short lives and prospective purgatory 
and expensive masses for the dead. In 
Denmark Grundvig and Brorson and Ing- 
erman left a stamp of Christian joy on 
the national hymn book which has been 
an inestimable blessing for the Danish peo- 
ple. And the Danish composers Berg- 
gren, Weyse, and Hartmann completed the 
ministry of the hymn writers. 


Radio and the Gospel Message in 
France.—Edmond Lengereau describes in 
Le Christianisme his experiences in preach- 
ing before microphone audiences and the 
results therefrom. One Catholic woman in 
Holland writes: “Everybody in Holland 
knows you, including many priests who, “in 
general, sympathize with your message.” 
On one occasion a telephone message came 
from a French priest who wished to be- 
come an evangelical Christian. On an- 
other M. Lengereau, coming out of his 
church, was accosted by a lady who had 
made a long journey in order to get in- 
struction in the faith she had heard ex- 
pounded over the radio. 

“And these listeners who gather about 
the loud speaker; and these who ask that 
church windows be left open during the 
Protestant service, and this convent where 
the sisters are listening in, and this aston- 
ished pastor who finds his church full of 
listeners who have heard the radio ad- 
dresses and have come to learn more about 
the Gospel! 

“On the terrace of a large city, when 
all the tables are occupied, one suddenly 
hears the Decalogue and the Apostles’ 
Creed and then: the sermon. Everybody 
listens and there is not an unpleasant re- 
mark. Is it not wonderful?” 


The Supernatural in Present-Day Life. 
—In the lovely narrative in the third 
chapter of r Samzel one reads of direct 
conversation between God and man. “The 
Lord ... called .... Samuel. Then Sam- 
uel answered, Speak; for thy servant hear- 
eth”; whereupon the Lord announced to 
Samuel judgment on the house of Eli. 

Mary Allison of the Heart of Africa 
Mission was told of her father’s death in 
England. “As I was having my quiet time 
the Lord revealed the news. His voice 
was so clear and real that I got up from 
my knees and looked around. Sure enough, 
that same evening the mail brought me 
the news. I almost fainted. But I claimed 
from the Lord a hundred Congo fathers. 
I was led to a little house where an old 
man sat, and talked with him of salvation. 
When I had finished he said he wanted to 
believe. This is the first of the hundred.” 


“The multitude wondered, when they - 


saw the dumb to speak” (Matt. 15:31). 
In Home and Foreign Fields for July, 
1935, there was an account of a’ fine, stal- 
wart Chinese son suddenly stricken dumb. 
The heathen mother was inconsolable. On 
recounting her trouble to a Christian neigh- 
bor the latter urged her to bring the young 
man to church that they might there pray 
for his healing. So mother and son trudged 





20 Centuries After 
Paul 





Macedonia is an encouraging field 
for the colporteur and notably the 
neighborhood of ancient Berea (Acts 
17:11). The agent of the Scotch 
Bible Society remarks on his surprise 
at the eagerness of the villages in this 
district to buy the Word. In June 
he visited six different cities in Ma- 
cedonia and had a chance to speak 
to, and sell Scripture among, the 
15,000 soldiers in eight military sta- 
tions. From the Greek generals and 
officers he receives uniform kindness 
and support, being given access to all 
barracks, hospifals, and prisons. 











on Sunday three miles to the 
church. 

They had never heard the Gospel and 
were ill at ease. After the morning serv- 
ice the pastor asked any who would remain 
to pray for the healing of the son to re- 
tire to the prayer room in the basement. 
A few had had part in praying for those 
possessed with demons, but none had seen 
one possessed of a dumb spirit before. The 
pastor and a few Christians gathered 
around the dumb man, prayed for him, and 
in the name of Jesus commanded the evil 
spirit to depart. Then the dumb was told 


Baptist 





to thank God for deliverance. He opened 
his mouth and said, “Jesus!” All shouted 
for joy and praised the Lord, while the 
dumb man told his experiences of the 
previous week when his mouth was sealed. 


The Church of Rome and Ethiopia.— 
The appropriate commentary on the re- 
ported burning of Ethiopian churches by 
Italian troops is the address of Cardinal 
Schuster last October in the Cathedral of 
Milan in which he describes “the Italian 
armies opening the doors of Ethiopia: to 
the Catholic faith. .. . We must co-operate 
with God in this national and Catholic 
mission, above all at this moment when 
on the fields of Ethiopia the standards of 
Italy carry to triumph the Cross of Christ, 
to break the chains of slavery: and open 
the paths for the missionaries’ gospel.” 

In the . Copenhagen daily, Berlingske 
Tidende (Jan. 2), is an interview with Pas- 
tor Holmer, one of the Swedish mission- 
aries recently expelled from the Italian 
colony of Eritrea by. Marshall - Badoglio. 
“We were told,” he says, “that the gen- 
eral security was threatened; by whom, 
however, it was not explained. We had 
been in East Africa since 1866 and had 
translated the Bible into seven Abyssinian 
languages. Our mission hospital had given 
sight to more than a thousand blind per- 
sons. Yet we were expelled by police 
while the Christians sang hymns, and were 
sent by transport to Naples. Badoglio 
promised the 3,000 members of the ‘Chris- 
tian community and the score of native 
pastors that they should have religious 
freedom. Let us hope that he will keep 
his word.” Eight missionaries were ex- 
pelled from Eritrea and double that num- 
ber from Italian Somaliland, 

The Italian minister in Stockholm, Mar- 
quis di Sorogna, said: yesterday that in 
Italy, just as there is only one political or- 
der, so only one religious propaganda will 
be tolerated. There are to be no Protes- 
tant missions in a Catholic land. “The 
Minister esteemed Swedish culture highly, 
‘but it is not our culture’” “That is ob- 
vious,” remarks the Stockholm daily, Af- 
tonbladet, with a reference to the bombard- 
ment of the Swedish ambulance. 


The Spezia Mission is probably the most 
effective and powerful evangelical mission 
in Italy. The official organ of the Vati- 
can, ’Osservatore Romano, some time ago 
printed eighty lines in italics bitterly at- 
tacking its leader, Mr. Pullen. The article 
was headed La Nona Bolgia (“the Ninth 
Circle of Dante’s Hell”), which it seemed 
to think the proper place for this mission. 
At present a determined effort is being 
made to crush it. The Bishop of Spezia 
and his clergy are carrying through a vig- 
orous, house-to-house, - family-to-family 
crusade against the mission and its director, 
which. is making the whole city: seethe 
with excitement. “We are accused of. using 
our missionary- activities as a cloak for an 
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amazingly extensive plot against the King- 
dom of Italy, worming our way into un- 
lawful knowledge of her military and naval 
defenses.” It must be explained that the 
City of Spezia is a chief naval center of 
Italy. 

The mission reports thronged services, 
prayer meetings with scarcely standing 
room, and the great Bible day schools so 
full that it knows not where to dispose of 
the children. Of the children’s services, 
lasting but twenty-five minutes, five morn- 
ings in the week before the opening of the 
day schools, it writes: “God has won- 
derfully blessed them. A great man who 
occupies a leading position in the Uni- 
versity of Rome, a famous Italian writer, 
visited this service a week ago. He had 
. been invited to speak, but was so overcome 
that he could only say with broken voice, 
‘God bless you, children. I have never 
seen such a sight as this before in my 
Italy.’” 


Later Notes Regarding Rome and 
Ethiopia.—The world is now informed 
that the Swedish missionaries will never 
be allowed to return to their mission field. 
The Swedish press, unlike our own, feels 
free to report on the clerical phases of 
the present war, and it is giving important 
information. In an article in Svenska 
Dagbladet, January 9, we are told that the 
abbot of the Armenian cloister in Venice 
ordered three bells for a church which is 
now building in Ismid in Asia Minor, the 
ancient Nicomedia. These, however, have 
now been presented to Mussolini with the 
expressed wish that they be given to the 
first Catholic church to be erected in 
Ethiopia after its conquest. This land, 
the memorial goes on to say, belongs to the 
Coptic Christian Church, but by the vic- 
tories of Fascism has been conquered to 
Roman Catholicism. 

It is hardly probable that the Armenian 
abbot made this gift of his own volition 
and without pressure from the Italian dic- 
tator. 

The organ of the Jesuits, Civiltaé Cat- 
tolica, supports the Fascist propaganda and 
declares the war against Ethiopia a fat: 
tle for civilization and against the malice 
of the League of Nations. The present 
article gives credence to the report that 
the Italian State is receiving financial sup- 
port from the Vatican, that it is taking 
over large foreign properties of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church. In the settlement 
that Mussolini made with the Vatican 
some years ago the latter received, beside 
750 million lire in cash, a thousand million 
in state securities. Naturally if there is 
a debacle in Italian national finance the 
Vatican stands to lose. This in itself might 
explain why “the vicar of Christ has be- 
come Mussolini’s court chaplain,” and why 
the Jesuits, with the new Jesuit cardinal 
Boetto at their head, are lined up in solid 
phalanx behind the Italian Dictator. But 
an even stronger motive is the hope of a 
conquered and Catholic Ethiopia. 


The Church in the Lushai Hills.—Mr. 
Arthington of Leeds, the possessor of large 
wealth and profoundly interested in missions, 
established in the last generation The Arth- 
ington Aborigines Missions. His purpose 
was to initiate new work in every place 
possible, and to this end, for example, he 
sent two pioneers, F. W. Savidge and J. H. 
Lorrain, to open a mission among the 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


head-hunters of the North Lushai Hills, 
in the area between India and Burma, near 
the Assam border. In four years they mas- 
tered the unwritten language, reduced it 
to writing, translated two Gospels and the 
Book of the Acts, wrote hymns, a cate- 
chism, a primer, a grammar, and a dic- 
tionary of 7,000 words. When their work 
was well started they handed it over to 
the Welsh Calvinistic Methodists and made 
for the South Lushai Hills. Today, as a 
result of their work, there are in these 
southern hills 6,000 church members in 
full standing with a Christian community 
of 16,000 and 9,500 Sunday school scholars. 


The native staff consists of 11 traveling 


superintendents and 117 honory village pas- 
tors. The New Testament is in Lushai 
hands in its entirety. The Lushais are 
eager evangelists, and have risen to the 
requirement that church members should 
spend one month each year in evangelistic 
work, 

Mr. Savidge, one of these two pioneers, 
has just died in England. He was pas- 
sionately fond of boys and young men, and 
had the power of attracting them to a re- 
markable degree. These he trained in a 
large central school and in many village 
schools, took on evangelistic trips, and care- 
fully developed by reading aloud, conver- 
sation, and by journeys to enlarge their 
horizon. Three of his boys, Challiana, 
Chautera, and Rohmingliana, whom he took 
with him to England, are now pastors in 
positions of great influence among the 
Lushais. 


Opening Doors.—An English exploring 
party in the hinterland of Papua has found 





Reaching Tibetans 


In Tibet a “Young Lhasa Party” 
is reported, which stands for greater 
contact with the outside world. The 
Lama priests are absolute tyrants, 
leaders in every vice. They even 
chant prayers for success in robbery 
expeditions! This hierarchy is bit- 
terly opposed to Christianity, When 
the Dalai Lama went to Peking there 
was carried before him all the way 
a large banner which announced him 
in Chinese as “The only Saviour in 
Heaven or on Earth.” Mr. Urech 
of the China Inland Mission has 
circulated over 1,500 Gospels at a 
fifteen-day fair among Tibetans, and 
G. R.Wood put 2,000 Tibetan Gos- 


pels in circulation in six weeks. 














a range of ice-covered mountains and, at 
their foot, a community of 150,000 people 
who up to the present have been absolutely 
cut off from the world outside. These peo- 
ple are cannibals and live in an age of 
stone, with stone axes and cutting instru- 
ments. They fight with stone clubs and 
human bones worked into daggers, and 
thousands of human skeletons are to be 
found about their places of religious cult. 
Certainly a dark place of the earth. Yet 
they appear to be good farmers, ditching 
and draining their land and building roads 
ten feet wide. Evidently the time is at 
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hand when the Gospel of the Kingdom 
“must” be preached to this isolated folk. 
Again, the Sino-Tibetan marches, the 
unexplored regions between Tibet and 
western Szechwan, have been penetrated. 
This is a series of fertile valleys inhab- 
ited by the Kiarung people under Chinese 
government. The abbot of the lamasary 
of Tsonghua listened with eagerness to 
the Gospel story and gave to Messrs, Jef- 
frey and Amos a passport to the territory 
of eighteen princes whom he controls. 
This includes all the closed states. He 
acknowledged that Christianity and Bud- 
dhism were “back-to-back [that is, opposed] 
religions,” but declared that he was grant- 
ing this passport because “our hearts are 
knit together.” So the pioneers visited 
Chogshi, Ngaba, and other states. They 
were kindly received both by princes and 
people, and at Chogshi (with 10,000 
Kiarung families) told that they might rent 
property if they should return. They 
placed 2,720 Gospels among these people. 


The great movement of the Spirit in 
West Borneo is described by the Rev. J, 
A. Mouw. “This is God’s day for the 
Dyaks, Their hearts are open. Hundreds 
come together in the long-houses. At 
7.30 A. M. we start teaching them and, 
except for short intervals for eating, we 
are still teaching and singing until 12 
P. M. We close in prayer several times, 
but the people just stay on. At last we 
climbed under our mosquito nets, but they 
did not take the hint but gathered close , 
around and asked for more instruction. I | 
could not sleep knowing that there were _ 
such hungry hearts at my side, so lying on... 
my cot with my head sticking out of the 
mosquito net, I sang for them and then 
taught them further. At last in sheer 
weariness I fell asleep and I guess they 
left because the next morning, when I 
awoke very early, the place was bare. 
But not for long. In a short time we were 
teaching them again—until 1 A. M. 
Many of these people had followed us 
from the first day of our journey. Like 
the disciples I became worried lest they 
had not food to eat. 

“They followed us from long-house to 
long-house, drinking in every word, and 
in the last long-house entered the inquirers’ 
class where we questioned each individually. 
I wish you could have been present when 
the 515th Dyak was buried with Christ 
in baptism. 

“I cannot begin to cover half the terri- 
tory which is waiting to be taken for God. 
The harvest is golden-ripe.” 


In Defense of the Faith.—Professor 
Allis points out in Christianity Today that 
two words occurring in the Flood narra- 
tive of Genesis, which have been assigned 
by critics to different documents of dif- 
ferent dates, have been found together in 
a Ras Shamra tablet dating from about 
the time of the Exodus. They are the 
words ’rbt and chint which mean windows 
and similar openings. ‘This is a refutation 
by archeological fact of armchair specula- 
tion, 

The discovery of the porcelain archives 
at Lachish leads Dr. John Haynes Holmes 
to remark that “the Bible is a first class 
historical document, or collection of docu- 
ments, which no more needs confirma- 
tion than Thucydides or Tacitus... . 
Instead of saying that these archeological 
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deposits in Palestine confirm the Bible, 
why not say that the Bible confirms these 
deposits? I count it high time that we 
drop our subconscious suspicion of the 
Bible and accept it without reserve for 
what it is—one of the most precious and 
trustworthy records of human history now 
in possession of the race.” 

This defense of the Bible by Dr. Holmes 
is unexpected, in view of his ultra-Liberal 
religious views and public teachings. A 
Harvard graduate, he began as a Unitarian 
minister and now is pastor of the notorious 
Community Church of New York City. 
He left even the Unitarian denomination 
fifteen years or more ago, and “became in- 
dependent.” His defense of the Bible, 
therefore, does not mean all that it might 
seem to, ; 

The earliest known fragment of the New 
Testament, recently found among the 
papyri of the Rylands Library, Manchester, 
England, is placed by its editor in the first 
half of the second century. The writing 
on it is John 18: 31-33, 37, 38. The manu- 
script is a leaf from a codex, or book, and 
not a papyrus roll. It is the earliest wit- 
ness to the Gospel of John. It is very 
suggestive that that Gospel, which is most 
attacked by negative criticism, should thus 
have the earliest manuscript authentication. 
: The finding at .Lachish of the seal of 
Gedaliah (apparently the son of Shaphan) 
with the court title “who is over the house” 
binds together past and present in an in- 
teresting way. Gedaliah (2 Kings 25:22) 
was placed in charge of the remnant of 
Judah by Nebuchadnezzar after the fall 
of Jerusalem in 586. In Jeremiah 41:2 
his tragic fate is described. His death 
is still commemorated by a Jewish fast 
that bears his name. On the back of the 
clay seal is the clear impression of the 
papyrus to which it was originally at- 
tached. This indicates the common use 
of papyrus in the late period of the mon- 
archy. Papyrus does not long survive, 
save under special atmospheric conditions 
as in Egypi. It is suggested by Mr. 
Starkey that this probably explains the 
paucity of inscriptional material in Pales- 
tine. The document molds away, leaving 
the clay seal alone. 


African Boy Evangelists.—Mrs. Stegal 
of Lubondia, the Congo Free State, writes 
in The Presbyterian Survey of a visit to 
the Bakete, a tribe of filthy, often leprous 
people, with filed teeth, who are just now 
coming under the influence of the Gospel. 
One of the boys in the Mission Home for 
Boys started evangelizing them some years 
ago and built a chapel, carrying on this 
work long before the Mission ever heard 
of it. On her arrival the chapel was found 
to be packed with Christians and would-be 
Christians, for the whole community is 
sympathetic. “How they sang ‘When the 
roll is called up yonder I'll be there!’ 
The boy that sarted this work had to go 
away to earn his living, but left another 
boy to carry it on. While there I was 
testing some twenty women in the cate- 
chism. I noticed that they made mistakes 


on the ‘word-by-word book answers,’ but 
without changing the meaning, and I won- 
dered at it. When we were through I was 
amazed to hear a woman say in broken 
Baluba, ‘That is as far as we know because 
our teacher can’t read and has taught us 
from memory.’ 

“Another Bakete boy of sixteen, Mutelai 
by name, went to his home during a vaca- 
tion and started the Lord’s work, building 
a chapel and teaching the: people about 
Christ. When he had this well under way 
he did the same in the village next to his 
own. He stayed away from the mission 
a year to do this. Now we have an evan- 
gelist there and Mutelai is back in the 
Boys’ Home. At another point among the 
Bakete, Saca, where no white person had 
ever been, Mrs. Stegal found a mission 
chapel already built. ‘We are waiting for 
an evangelist, they said. This, too, was 
the work of one of these mission boys.” 

Mrs. Stegal tells of a radio amateur in 
Ann Arbor, Michigan, who for two years 
has “patiently and faithfully met us on 
the air every Monday night to give us 
news of our daughter. Far up the Congo 
though we are, we have heard every word, 
dot, and dash of his blind dates.” Here 
is one alleviation of missionary separa- 
tions. 


Among Mexican Soldiers.—N. W. Tay- 
lor writes that in the City of Mexico a 
group of missionaries and Mexican pastors 
have been meeting daily for six months, 
at six-thirty in the morning, to pray for 
revival. “Recently we were able to reach 
a new regiment which came on the high- 
way. We prayed that God would give us 
favor with the officer in charge, and when 
we went to see him found that we had 
many mutual friends. He not only gave us 
permission, but accompanied us to many 
camps, presenting us to the men. A week 
later he visited a camp with his wife and 
a young lieutenant just as we were begin- 
ning to give an address. They listened 
intently, asking questions when things were 
not plain, and when the invitation was 
given their hands were among the first to 
be raised. Afterward we presented them 
with New Testaments which they promised 
to read.” 

Mr. Taylor met at another place a young 
officer who had accepted Christ two years 
ago. He gave us a cordial welcome and 
called his men together to hear us. Some 
Indians passed and were also invited to 
listen. When the invitation was given this 
officer encouraged the soldiers and the In- 
dians to accept Christ. Then he turned 
to the leaders of the Indians saying: 

“Will you please show me your poncho?” 

“My lieutenant, it is very old and worn,” 
the Indian replied as he unrolled it. 

“Yes, indeed, it is,” replied the lieu- 


tenant. Then turning to a soldier he or- ’ 


dered him to bring the lieutenant’s own 
poncho. “These Senores have been telling 
you of the love of Christ and I have ac- 
cepted him. Now to show you that Christ 
can change a heart I want to give you my 
poncho. Whenever you use it think of 
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the message you have heard today.” That 
an officer should show such interest in 
a humble Indian is clear evidence that 
the Spirit of God is working in his heart. 


Negro Christian Nurses in South Af- 
vica.—The South African Outlook prints 
encouraging accounts of the work of black 
girls trained as nurses. One mission hos- 
pital reports that for nearly five years its 
nursing has been wholly by these native 
nurses. It praises their courage and abil- 
ity. Never once have they complained of 
long hours and irregular nights. They 
carry on in outlying districts also, going 
out Monday mornings: on horseback, or 
on foot, and returning Saturday evenings 
te report. On these tours they instruct 
the native women in midwifery and hygiene 
and also themselves practice. People 
gather each evening from all the neigh- 
boring kraals and, after a little service of 
evangelization, listen to this instruction. In 
the morning prayers are held and then these 
Negro nurses move on. One center of 
this work is Dr. Gale’s mission hospital 
in Umsinga, Natal. Some 80,000 raw 
Zulus are here concentrated in a small 
mountainous area adjoining the Tugela 
River and this little hospital of twenty-four 
beds has had a wonderful history of mercy 
in the past three years, 


Brief Notes.—Since the organization of 
the Chinese province of Sinkiang, streams 
of immigrants have poured into it from 
Soviet Russia. Many are Russian Bap- 
tists and German Mennonites, formerly 
colonists in the fertile farming districts of 
Central Siberia, who have fled from the 
terrible Soviet persecution. . . .. Dona Sal- 
vadora is a convert in Nicaragua from the 
ranks of the wealthy. She was brought up 
in the home of the Sugar King of Nica- 
ragua and was converted as a result of 
Bible study. With her children she iden- 
tifies herself as believer with humble Chris- 
tians yet is also a faithful witness in this 
large and wealthy household. . . . Jailer 
Li, when attached to the Tsining Model 
Prison, led many souls to Christ. On be- 
ing transferred to the Shantung Second 
Prison he continues his teaching, and re- 
ports: “We have happy tidings to relate, 
things which have never before been wit- 
nessed in this prison. There have been 
179 prisoners baptized and about 250 others 
are inquirers. For this we praise God.” 
. . . Samuel Pollard, an English Metho- 
dist, was the apostle to the Miaos of Yun- 
nan. This year the thirtieth anniversary 
of the initiation of his work was celebrated 
by the Miaos themselves. There is a 
Christian community of some 16,000 Miao 
Christians. The commemoration meetings 
were attended by 900 people from all parts 
of Miao land. Among the many Miao 
speakers was Dr. Wu Hsin-shuen, a grad- 
uate in medicine of the West China Union 
University. Yet these people were as low 
in the social scale as it is possible to be 
in China. Since this gathering the Miaos 
of Yunnan have suffered grievously from 
the retreating Communists. . . . The Rev. 
J. Thompson of the China Inland Mission 
at Chekiang has over seventy men ready 
at all times to go out in groups to take 
part in colporting Bible portions. Some 
carry a small stock of Gospels in their 
homes so as to go out selling at any 
time. 
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What Have You Learned During This Quarter ? 


Interesting tests on part of Luke's 
Gospel for Review Sunday 


By Geneva F. Walters, M.S. 














Who Said? 
For Adults and Young People 


Directions: Give the name of the one 
saying each of the following Scripture 
quotations. 

1. “My soul doth magnify the Lord.” 

2. “This child is set for the fall and ris- 
ing agairi of many in Israel.” 

3. “If thou therefore wilt worship me, all 
shall be thine.” 

4. “Life is more than meat.” 

5. “At thy word I will let down the net.” 

6. “Whatsoever thou spendest more, ... 
I will repay thee.” 

7. “Art thou he that should come?” 

8. “What have I to do with thee, Jesus, 
thou Son of God most high?” 

9. “Master, it is good for us to be here.” 


10. “What shall I do to inherit eternal 
life?” 


11. “Teach us to pray.” 
12. “Seek ye the kingdom of God.” 


ANSWERS 
1. Mary 7. John’s disciples 
(Luke 1: 46). 7:19). 
2. Simeon (2: 34). 8. Demoniac (8: 28). 
3. Satan (4:7). 9. Peter (9: 33). 
4. Lord Jesus - Lawyer (10: 25). 
(12: 23). 11. Disciples of the 
S; Peter . Cs33,$). Lord Jesus 
6. Samaritan Ci3 +3). 
(10: 33, 35). 12. The Lord Jesus 
(123 31). 


Completion 
For Intermediates and Juniors 


Dreections: In each of the blank spaces 
place one word so that the meaning of the 
sentence will be complete. 


1. In the Temple recognize@® the 
baby Jesus as the promised 
2. Satan presented temptations to 
the Lord Jesus in the 


3. The people of the country of the 
asked the Lord Jesus to 
































4. At the  transfiguration and 
appeared with the Lord Jesus. 
5. Both the and the passed 


by the wounded man on the way to 





6. The Lord Jesus taught his disciples to 

urgently by telling of a man 
seeking to borrow from his 

7. In his message in the Nazareth syna- 
gogue, the Lord Jesus referred to 
the prophets and " 

8. Christ taught by a parable of the 
that men are known by their 

9. The Lord Jesus spoke to the people 
while in ’s boat, when he was 
fishing with his partners, and 


























10. Friends came to with 
after the birth of her son, John. 

11..When the Lord Jesus was being bap- 
tized, a voice from said, 
“Thou art * 














12, Christ likened a man who obeys his 
teachings to one who builds his 
upon a 
3. the 
the way for 
asked the Lord Jesus what 
he should do to _ inherit 











was sent to prepare 





14. A 











15. In one of his discourses, the Lord 
Jesus compared God to an earthly 





ANSWERS 
1. Luke 2: 25-32. . Luke 6: 43-45. 
a eee s: 3, 10. 
gv 3 Bt ae, HH ‘3. a : §8. 
a oS “9S a0, ; henna, a at, 22, 
S -* 163 30-$2-- 12 *. “OTe, ae 
6 anes) fae 13 ia sy Sf 
7 ae tg a: ie 
15. Luke 11: 11-13. 
Matching 


For Intermediates and Juniors 


Dmections: Place the number of the 
phrase in the right hand column that cor- 
rectly describes the word in the left hand 
column at the left of that column. 


1, Simeon 1. Scene of baptism of 


the Lord Jesus 


2. Elisabeth 2. Tax gatherer 
3. Nazareth 3. Father of James and 
John 
4. Jordan 4. Mother of the Lord 
Jesus 
5. Simon Peter 5. Appeared at time of 
transfiguration 
6. Mt. Hermon 6. Scene of many of 
Christ’s labors 
7. Levi 7. Earnestly looked for 
the Messiah 
8. Mary 8. Mother of John the 
Baptist 
9. Capernaum 9. Destination of man 
who fell among 
10. Zebedee thieves 
10. Fisherman 
11. Moses 11. Scene. of transfigu- 
ration 
12. Jericho 12. Home town of the 
Lord Jesus 
on 
1. (7) Luke 2: 25. (2) Luke et 2. 
2 (8) “ 4:57. 8: (4) 2: 34. 
4, Cra)- * . -g3.26) 9. (6) wa te 
41) “ ek 10. (3) “ 5§: 10, 
gs. Go)“ gsq. 18. (5) = 93 30. 
6, (15). ° . ot abs . 24, * . 20330. 


29. 
One-Word Answer 
For Intermediates and Juniors 


Directions: Answer each question with 
one word, 


1. Who received the Lord Jesus when, 
as a baby, he was taken to the 
Temple? 

2. How many months did Mary stay with 
Elisabeth ? 


.3. What was the scene of the weptetes 
of the Lord Jesus? 


= 07 


4. In what town was the Lord Jesus 
nearly cast off a hill? 


5. Who of the disciples of the Lord Jesus 
was a tax gatherer? 


6. Who was the father of James and 
John? 


7. Who sent some of his disciples to ask 
the Lord Jesus if he were the Christ? 


8. What lesson is taught by the story of 
the good Samaritan? 


9. From what Old Testament book did 
the Lord Jesus read in the Nazareth 
synagogue? 

10. Who questioned the Lord Jesus about 
his own neighbor? 


11. Name one person who appeared with 
the Lord Jesus in his transfiguration. 


12. What did Peter suggest building on 
the mount of transfiguration? 


ANSWERS 


1. Simeon (Luke 7. John the Baptist 
23 25, .28). (7: 19 

2. Three ‘(1: "0. 8. ee ) 
: 29). 

. Wilderness 9. Esaias (Isaiah) 
(4:1, 2). (4:17). 

. Nazareth 10. Lawyer (10: 25, 

, (4: 16, 29). 
. Levi (5: 27). tt. 


. Zebedee (5:10). 12. 


Moses or Elias ~ 


9: 30). 
Tabernacles 


a ur SF & 


(9: 33). 
Comprehension 


For Adults and Young People 


Drrections: Read the Scripture passage 
carefully. Then put an “X” in front of 
the best statement or answer. 


1. “Why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do 
not the things which I say?” (Luke 
6:46.) This means 


1. Acts of worship are of greater 
importance than heart attitudes. 


2. Christians should act, as well as 
speak, in accordance’ with 
Christ’s teachings. 

3. Statements of affection prove one’s 
devotion to the Lord Jesus. 

2. “Thou shalt love ... thy neighbour 
as thyself’ (Luke 10:27). This 
means 
1. The entire emphasis of Christ’s 

teachings was upon man’s rela- 
tion to God. 

2. To love one’s neighbor is a neces- 
sary part of the fulfilling of the 
law. 

3. Loving God is the whole fulfill- 
ment of the law. 

3. “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he hath anointed me to 
preach the gospel to the poor; he 
hath sent me to heal the broken- 
hearted, to preach deliverance to the 
captives, and recovering of sight to 
the blind, to set at liberty them that 
are bruised, to preach the acceptable 
year of the Lord” (Luke 4: 18, 19). 
This means 
1. Christ’s coming was to bring 

material benefit as well as spir- 
itual help. 

2. The Gospel offers no hope for the 
poor of the earth. 

3. Christ’s mission was wholly a 
preaching one. 


(Continued on page 189) 
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LESSON 13. MARCH 929. JESUS EXPLAINS THE KINGDOM. | 
International Uniform Lesson.—Luke 13; printed text, Luke 13 : 18-30 


Golden Text.—They shall come from the east, and from the west, and from the north, and from the south, and shall 
sit down in the kingdom of God.—Luke 13: 29 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Luke 13 : 18-30 


Kinc James VERSION 


Luke 13:18 Then said he, Unto what is the kingdom of God 
like? and whereunto shall I resemble it? 

19 It is like a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and cast 
into his garden; and it grew, and waxed a great tree; and the 
fowls. of the air lodged in the branches of it. 

20 And again he said, Whereunto shall I liken the kingdom of God? 

21 It is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three 
measures of meal, till the whole was leavened. 

22 And he went through the cities and villages, teaching, and 
journeying toward Jerusalem. 

23 Then said one unto him, Lord, are there few that be saved? 
And he said unto them, 

24 Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, I say unto 
you, will seek to enter in, and shal! not be able. 

25 When once the master of the house is risen up, and hath shut 
to the door, and ye begin to stand without, and to knock at the 
door, saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us; and he shall answer and 
say unto you, I know you not whence ye.are: 

26 Then shall ye begin to say, We have eaten and drunk in thy 
presence, and thou hast taught in our streets. 

27 But he shall say, I tell you, I know you not whence ye are; 
depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity. 

28 There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye shall 
see Abraham, and. Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the 
kingdom of God, and you yourselves thrust out. 

29 And they shall come from the east and from the west, and 
from the north, and from the south, and shall sit down in the 
kingdom of God. 

30 And, behold, there are last which shall be first; and there 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

Luke 13:18 He said therefore, Unto what is the kingdom of 
God like? and whereunto shall I liken it? 19 It is like unto a 
grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and cast into his own 
garden; and it grew, and became a tree; and the birds of the 
heaven lodged in the branches thereof. 

zo And again he said, Whereunto shall I liken the kingdom of 
God? 21 It is like unto leaven, which a woman took and hid 
in three * measures of meal, till it was all leavened. 

22 And he went on his way through cities and_ villages, teach- 
ing, and journeying on unto Jerusalem. 23 And one said unto 
him, Lord, are they few that are saved? And he said unto them, 
24 Strive to enter in by the narrow door: for many, I say unto 
you, shall seek to enter in, and shall not be *able. 25 When once 
the master of the house is risen up, and hath shut to the door, and 
ye begin to stand without, and to knock at the door, saying, Lord, 
open to us; and he shall answer and say to you, I know you’ not 
whence ye are; 26 then shall ye begin to say, We did eat and 
drink in thy presence, and thou didst teach in our streets; 27 and 
he shall say, I tell you, I know not whence ye are; depart from 
me, all ye workers of iniquity. 28 There shall. be the. weeping. and 
the gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and 
Jacob, and all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, and yourselves 
cast forth without. 29 And they: shall come from the east and 
west, and from the north and south, and shall *sit down in: the 
kingdom of God. 30 And behold, there are last who. shall be first, 
and there are first who shall be last. 


1The word in the Greek denotes the Hebrew seah, a measure 


containing nearly a peck and a half. *Or, able, when once. 
*Gr., recline. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform Sunday 





are first which shall be last. 


The Lennie: as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


EVERAL men, not particularly noted 
S for their piety, were discussing what 

would make them happy in Heaven; 
one wanted to be sure there would be 
fishing, another: hunting. A young man, 
son in the family they were visiting, came 
home from hunting frogs. One of the visi- 
tors, teasing the lad, who is an enthusi- 
astic Christian, remarked: “C won't 
be happy unless he can hunt bull frogs.” 
His ten-year-old sister piped in with: “If 
you all want to go there, you must be 
born again.” This closed the argument 
about Heaven. 

All of our Lord’s teachings were to the end 
that men might enter into the Kingdom of 
God. We have studied Christ’s gracious 
teachings about true values, and the bless- 
edness of his provision for his “little 
flock,” in the twelfth chapter of Luke. In 
the thirteenth chapter, the teaching about 
the Kingdom continues, but with solemn 
messages of judgment, and with warnings 
to men about the eternal choice they must 
make in this life. These warnings to Is- 
rael, who utterly missed the meaning of 
the Kingdom, are also for us today. 


The Historical Setting 

Our Lord’s last journey to Jerusalem 
was an itinerating, evangelistic journey. 
His teachings concerning the Kingdom, and 


the warning of the Pharisees that Herod 
would kill him, took place probably in 





School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the International 


Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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the winter of A. D. 30, a few months be- 
fore his death. 


Verse by Verse ; 
Luke 13: 19.—It is like a grain of mus- 
tard seed. The smallest of the seeds they 
were accustomed to use, and thus a com- 
mon symbol of smallness (Luke 17:6). 
It grew, and waxed a great tree, Rather, 
“became a tree’; the mustard plant grows 
to a height of eight or ten feet, exceeding 
its own class of garden herbs (Mark 4: 
32). The central point is the contrast 
between the tiny seed and the striking and 
unusual growth. Nothing could be so tiny 
and insignificant in the eyes of men as the 
outward manifestation of the Kingdom of 
God, at the time our Lord spoke his par- 
able. Its growth was miraculous, even in 
the first generation after Christ’s death. 
The fowls of the air lodged in the branches. 
Probably symbolizing the nations of the 
earth, reaping. benefits from the Kingdom 
of God (Ezek. 31:6, 12; Dan. 4: 12-14). 
Some sound, evangelical teachers believe 
the mustard seed represents an evil growth, 
the professing church which other Scrip- 
tures show will become apostate, sending 
out great branches that are not in God’s 
will, giving shelter to ungodly nations. 
Verse 21.—It is like leaven. The com- 
mon interpretation that the leaven repre- 
sents the Gospel, spreading till all the 
world is converted in this age, is mani- 
festly wrong. This age will end in a great 
apostasy —a turning from God, not with 
a converted. world (2 Thess. 2:3, 7; Luke 
17: 26-30; Matt. 24:29; 2 Tim. 2: 1-13). 
Yet the apostasy will not be total (1 Tim. 
4:1; Matt. 13:24-30, 36-43). Leaven, 


in every other place in Scripture, is a sym-- 


bol of corruption; many hold the view 


that here also it means evil, in which case: 


it represents the false doctrine that is put 
into the true meal of the. Gospel. - The 


same objects, however, are used in the. 
Scriptures as symbols of different things, : 


according as one or another quality of the 
object is stressed; a lion is used to symbol- 
ize both Christ and Satan, gold to sym- 


bolize Nebuchadnezzar and the glory of. 
Christ. Leaven has other qualities beside - 


its corrupting influence. The. central 
thought here is the character of leaven in 
its hidden, silent working by contact. Both 
evil and good work in this way, and some 
premillenarians consider that the parable 
represents the method of the spread of 
the Gospel through personal contact, with- 
out any bearing as to whether or not the 
world is to be converted in this age. The 
Kingdom of God includes the age to come, 
the millennium, and the parable is not 
necessarily limited to this age. Dr. Gray, 


_in his “Christian Worker’s Commentary,” 


writes: “Both of these parables treat 
of Christian profession, the first show- 
ing its spread from a small beginning, 
and the second ‘its permeation by a gen- 
erally accepted creed, as leaven permeated 
the dough.’ There is no thought in either 
of the parables however, that the Gospel 
would spread over the whole earth in this 
age.” 

Verse 24.—Strive to enter in at the strait 
gate. “Be not concerned how many are 
saved, but be very sure that you are among 
the saved.” We are saved by grace through 
faith. Yet the world, the flesh, and the 
Devil are arrayed against a man’s con- 


Lesson for -March 29 


fessing himself a lost sinner, taking a 
crucified one as his Saviour, -and. walking 
the path of holiness. These facts consti- 
tute the narrow door. The striving is by 
the power of God, not our own self-effort 
(cf. Acts 14:22; 1 Cor. 9: 24-27; Phil. 
2:12, 13; Heb. 4:11; 2 Pet. 1:10; Gal. 
5:17; Eph. 6:12, 13). Many... will seek 
to entér in, and shall not be able. Many 
will be lost is one answer to the question. 
This “seeking” to enter in evidently applies 
to the period after the door is shut. 


Verse 27.—I tell you, I know you not 
whence ye are. To hear the Lord speak- 
ing, and not to accept him as Saviour, in- 
creases the condemnation. Only vital con- 
tact with him avails. This applies to those 
today living in Gospel light as well as 
to those of verse 26. Depart from me. 
This is hell — separation from God. 

- Verse 28..—Weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. Sorrow and rage. 

Verse 29.—From the east, and from the 
west, and from the north, and from the 
south, and shall sit down in the kingdom 


of God. The climax of the amazing reve-’ 


lation to the Jews — that great multitudes 
of Gentiles would sit down with their Jew- 


ish prophets while they are shut out. Many 


shall be saved, is another answer. 

Verse 30.—There are last which shall 
be first, and there are first which shall be 
last. Some who are first as to privilege, 
who might be supposed to take a high place 
in the Kingdom, will be last, while others, 
the despised Gentiles with no privileges, 
will have high places because of their faith. 


The Heart of the Lesson 
Our Lord’s teachings about the Kingdom 


of ‘God were given to those whose concep-. 


tion of the Kingdom was the opposite of 
the truth. Throughout the thirteenth chap- 
ter of Luke, there is the shadow of the re- 
jection of the Kingdom of God by Israel, 
fepresented by the fig tree that bore no 
fruit. And that rejection would be fol- 
lowed by God’s rejection of them. But 
these severe warnings were because Christ 
wept over them, as he wept over Jegusa- 
lem. He warned them while the door was 
open, that they might escape the fearful 
condemnation. Through the omiinous 
strains of judgment runs the glad message 
of the vast multitudes of Gentiles who will 
enter the Kingdom, and also the glad note 
of Israel’s final restoration. Our Lord’s 
prophecy concerning the Kingdom extends 
from that very time when he was on the 
road to Jerusalem with his “little flock,” 
despised and rejected by the nation, till 
the consummation at the end of the mil- 
lennium, when there will be the final 
separation between those who are in the 
Kingdom and those who are outside. 


Lesson Outlines 


Tue Kincpom MESSAGE OF JUDGMENT 
AND GLORY 


1. Sure judgment upon the unrepent- 
ant (Luke 13:1-5). 2. Israel, the fruit- 
less fig tree, to be cut down (vs. 6-9). 
3. A daughter of Abraham delivered; a 
supposed son of Abraham rebuked (vs. 
10-17). 4. Miraculous growth of the 
Kingdom of God on earth (vs. 18-23). 
5. Those who enter, and those shut out 
from the Kingdom (vs. 24-30). 6. 
Christ’s prophecy of his death, and la- 
ment over Jerusalem (vs. 31-35). 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, i deus ‘at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


13. March 29.—Jesus Explains the Kingdom. 


Luke 13 
Second Quarter 
1. (14) April 5.—Jesus Invites All People. 
Luke 14 
2. (15) April 12—Jesus Triumphs Over 
Death (Easter Lesson) Luke 24: 1-35 


eeeeee 


3-"Gi6) April 19—God, the Forgiving 
STOTT OMT EPTT TET Tree Luke 15 

4 (17) April 26—Jesus Looks at Wealth 
ONG- POvErty. 6.5, ccveicescccssccccces Luke 16 

5. (18) May 3.—Jesus Teaches Forgiveness, 
Humility, and Gratitude .......... Luke 17 
6. (19) May 10.—Effectual Prayer ...... Luke 18 

7. (20) May 17.—Jesus Inspires Honesty. 
Luke 19 


8. (21) May 24.—Building for the Future 
(Temperance Lesson). Luke 20:1 to 21% 38 








Tue Kinopom or Gop 

-I. Nature of the Kingdom. 
2. Progress of the Kingdom. 
3: Challenge of the Kingdom: 


(1) Strive to enter. (2) Strive to 
win others, 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


| The Kingdom of God. The Kingdom of 
God, or the Kingdom of Heaven, has vari- 
ous manifestations. ‘Today, the professing 
church is a manifestation of the Kingdom 
of God on earth. The Kingdom was taken 
from Israel and given to the Church, begun 
with Jews, but now composed largely of 
Gentiles (Matt. 21: 43; 1 Pet. 2:9). When 
Christ comes, there will be, during the 
millennium, another manifestation of the 
Kingdom of God, when the Kingdom is 
restored to Israel (Luke 19:11; Acts 1: 
6). There will be a final consummation 
when Christ delivers up the Kingdom of 
God (1 Cor. 15:24). One truth about 
the Kingdom is that it is an inward mat- 
ter of the heart; “the kingdom of God is 
within you” (Luke 17:20, 21; John 3:5; 
Rom. 14:17). Another truth is that it 
comes like lightning, when Christ appears 
(Luke 17: 24). 


Foreign Missions. Our Lord’s revela- 
tion is a prophecy of what was to happen 
when Israel rejected him. Paul and the 
others turned to the Gentiles; men from 
the north, south, east, and west are to enter 
the Kingdom. The Gospel planted in a 
foreign mission field today by a little hand- 
ful is like a grain of mustard seed. Yet 
it will grow with marvelous power, and 
influence whole nations, though those truly 
saved will be comparatively a “little flock,” 
as in apostolic days. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Have we been born. again? Unless a 
man be born from above, he cannot enter 
the Kingdom of God. This is the one 
door of entrance. 


Strive to enter in. We are to give dili- 


gence to enter into rest. We are to put 
it first. See comment on verse 24. 


Men are lost! Warn them! How sol- 
emn are the warnings of Christ that the 
day will come when the door will be shut. 


Beware of outward profession. Men and 
women today there are who have a false 
security. 
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Despisendt'7 the) Hay of small things. 
Our preaching of the Gospel is a small 


CONREEB AT RET pf God, is with that 


onthe Gospel our to F those who have 


never heard. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


Fhat crippled woman had a good rea- 
son (according to twentieth century _no- 
tions) for not attending the synagogue; 
suppose she had not been there that day 
when Jesus came? 


Suffering or disaster is not necessarily 
a sign of God’s judgment; the One who 
is dearest to God suffered most. 


Every earthly judgment today is a sure 
forewarning of the certain eternal judg- 
ment to come upon the unrepentant. 


There will be two surprises in Heaven, 
among others: we shall be surprised at 
some there whom we did not expect to 
see; we shall be surprised at the absence 
of some others. 


Our Lord explained the Kingdom of 
God; he did not intend to mystify us by 
his teachings. 


Many curious questions about the King- 
dom cannot be answered; but every prac- 
tical and vital truth concerning the King- 
dom, we can understand. 


“When the roll is called up yonder, 

We'll be filled with joy and wonder, 

When we see the blood-bought number ; 

— from every tribe and nation will be 
ere.’ 


Cotumpsia, S. C. 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff,—Dr. McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Low, and Mr. Smith. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions to different 
members of your class, letting them see 
whether they can discover the answers as 
given on a later page of this issue? 


S IT possible to grow into the Kingdom? 
2. Why will many not be able to enter 
into the Kingdom of God? 
3. Does the rapid and wonderful growth 
of the mustard tree indicate a substantial 
growth of the Kingdom of God? 


4. Where in another Gospel does the Lord 
Jesus give a fuller picture of the scene de- 
scribed in verses 26-28? 

5. Does the Lord tell directly whether 
many are saved, in answer to the question, 
“Are there few that be saved?” 


6. Does Chrjst’s command, “Strive to enter 
at the strait gate,” contradict the view that 
salvation is by grace through faith? Is this 
statement not intended for us, but for those 
who were “under law”? 


When the Lord said that many will 
oa to enter and shall not be able, does he 
mean that there are those who desire to be 
saved and yet will be shut out? Does this 
not contradict the teaching that those who 
seek will always find? 


8. What mistaken idea did the Jews have 
about the Kingdom of Heaven? What mis- 
taken idea did Christ’s own disciples have? 

9. Were the disciples mistaken in thinking 
that the Kingdom of God would be set up 

on earth, with God’s promises to Israel ful- 
filled? 

10, Does the Lord prophesy, in Luke 13, 
that Israel will yet accept him? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 188 of this issue. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


God Speaks!—Strive to enter in at the 
strait gate: for many, I say unto you, will 
seek to enter in, and shall not be able 
(Luke 13:24). I was brought up in a 
Presbyterian home, and under the min- 
istry of Dr. Henry Montgomery, and I 
never knew a day when I was not anxious 
about my soul; but I was kept in the 
delusion of the Devil, that somehow, some- 
where, when I liked, I could be saved; and 
I continued in my sin and in my wander- 
ing, feeling that when I felt right, God 
must be at my beck and call. One Mon- 
day morning, sitting at my mother’s fire- 
side, between half past eight and a quar- 
ter to nine, cigarette in my mouth, the 
Lord struck me a blow that was a death 
knell to all my delusion. The Word of 
God came to me as clearly as if he had 
uttered it in a human voice—the words 
of Genesis 6:3: “And the Lord said, My 
spirit shall not always strive with man.” 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





The verse on the first page of this 
issue, entitled “Outside,” may be used 
appropriately in connection with the 
current Sunday school lesson for 
March 29. It has a special applica- 
tion to verses 24 and 28 of the lesson 
passage, Luke 13: 18-30, as well as to 
Acts 3:2, which reference the author 
has given with the verses. 











I knew I was up against my destiny that 
morning; as if God had said to me, “Now 
or never!” I believe that when the books 
are opened yonder I shall find that May 
22, 1890, is the day when I would have 
crossed the boundary line between God’s 
patience and God’s wrath if I had rejected 
Jesus Christ; but thank God I accepted 
him as my Saviour.—From W. P. Nichol- 
son, in Moody Monthly. Sent by Mrs. 
W. J. Garver, Washington, Pa. 


Another Door.—When once the master 
of the house ts risen up, and hath shut to 
the door (v. 25). George Whitefield, 
while preaching once on the text, “The 
door was shut,” had two flippant young 
men in his congregation. One was heard 
to say to the other in mirth, “What if the 
door be shut? Another will open!” Mr. 
Whitefield said later in the sermon, “It 
is possible that there may be some one here 
who is careless and trifling, and says, 
“What matter if the door be shut? An- 
other will open!” The two young men 
looked at each other in alarm. Mr, White- 
field proceeded: “Yes, another door will 
open. It will be the door to the bottomless 
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pit—the door of hell!”’—Sent by Emily 
McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


Shut Out.—And ye begin to stand with- 


out, and to knock at the door (v. 25). A 
minister told how one Sunday night when 
he was quarantined in his home because 
his child had diphtheria, he watched his 
church next door; his church that he could 
not now enter. He saw the lights shin- 
ing through the windows. He watched 
the people going in. Then the service 
started, and he listened to the music. At 
last he couldn’t stand it any longer. He 
silently, like a thief, stole out at his back 
door, and crept up close to a window and 
listened. Within all was bright; outside 
he stood in the chill darkness. “I realized 
for the first time in my life,” he said, “what 
it meant to be shut out, what a terrible 
thing it meant to be shut out, and some 
day I should stand at the gate of Heaven. 
What a terrible thing if that door should 
be shut against me!” God does not want 
that! Nor do you!—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Ruth B, McDowell, 
Mooers, N. Y. Prize illustration, 


Not Yet.—Depart from me, all ye work- 
ers of iniquity. There shall be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth (vs. 27, 28). <A 
freethinker is reported to have said, “I am 
seventy years of age, and have never seen 
such a place as hell, after all that has 
been said about it.” His little grandson, 
of about seven years of age, who was all 
the while listening, asked him, “Have you 
ever been dead yet?”—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Howard M. Green, 
Hornell, N. Y. 


Why It Was Hid from Him.—There 
shall be weeping and. gnashing of teeth, 
when ye shall see... all the prophets, in 
the kingdom of God, and you yourselves 
thrust out (v. 28). A young Southern 
educator, himself a highly educated man, 


listened courteously to a friend who was 


repeating statements he had often made 
before concerning the titanic struggle be- 
tween the powers of Light and darkness. 
The young scholar was himself a profess- 
ing Christian, but he was convinced that 
the world was to be saved by culture, while 
his friend was telling him again and again 
that the Gospel was God’s power unto sal- 
vation and that there was no other way. 
He declared also that, according to God’s 
plan as revealed in the Scriptures, the 
world was on its way to ruin, and that one 
day the Son of God would come again 
to rescue the race, and govern the world 
in person as King of kings and Lord of 
lords. The young man was really bored, 
though he listened attentively. Finally he 
sought to close the interview by saying, 
“Well, I can’t see it.” “You can’t see it?” 
asked the friend. “No,” he replied, “I 
can’t see it.” “Well,” said the friend, “if 
our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are 
lost.” “Lost! Do you mean to say that I 
am lost?” “If our gospel be hid, it is hid 
to them that are lost: in whom the god 
of this age hath blinded the minds of 
them which. believe not, lest the light of 
the glorious gospel of Christ, who is 
the image of God, should shine unto 
them.” These words, quoted from 2 
Corinthians 4:3, 4, marked the turn- 
ing point in the young educator’s life. 
He is still an educator, and is president of 
a Christian college in a Southern state, but 
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Lessonifor March 29 


he has a new. program, the program of 
God—From Dr. William L. Pettingill. 
Sent by Albert Mygati, Carthage, S. D. 


The Way Home.—They shall come from 
the east, and from the west, and from the 
north, and from the south, and shall sit 
down in the kingdom of God (Golden 
Text). <A traveling evangelist says: I 
picked up a railroad time-table in a hotel 
writing room where men were swearing, 
smoking, and spinning yarns. The map 
showed only one road and its connections. 
It seemed to cover all the many states. 
Up in an open space, far away from the 
city where we were, some man had writ- 
ten “Home.” Some discouraged commer- 
cial traveler, sick, disgusted, worn out, 
traced those fond letters and located the 
dear place where his loved ones awaited 
his coming. How much it meant to him, 
one of a large class of men for whom 
little sympathy is felt. Going to my room 
I took out my Bible. There was only one 
through line apparent. All branches con- 
verged at the Cross of Calvary. John’s 
Gospel gave a true schedule. Through 
trains starting now. Home is where Jesus 
is. An open place —a prepared place, safe, 
blessed, eternal—From The Illustrator. 
Sent by Josephine A. Kinzly, North Tona- 
wanda, N. Y. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for all that thou hast disclosed 
in thy Word concerning thy Kingdom. We 
thank thee for the invitation that thou dost 
give in thy loving provision for those who ac- 
‘cept the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour and 
Lord and become citizens of thy Kingdom. We 
pray that we may rightly understand the con- 
ditions under which we curselves may all come 
within the borders of that which thou hast pre- 
pared for those who love thee. We pray that 
he who is our Saviour may indeed be the Lord 
of our lives, holding us in loyalty to the doing 
of his blessed will. May our lives be lived 
under the sure guidance of the Holy Spirit, thus 
instructing us in the great truths of thy, Word 
and applying these truths to daily living. May 
thy Kingdom come and thy will be done in 
earth as it is in Heaven. Amen. 


After the Lesson.— You would have no 
trouble, would you, in deciding to which 
country you belong? If you claim to be- 
long to any country, then you by that very 
claim take upon yourself the rules that 
govern the citizens of that country. You 
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yourself test your citizenship in the King- 
dom about which our lesson speaks by 
asking whether you really do try to obey 
its laws. Then, too, your loyalty to the 
King is something more than law, because 
love makes loyalty possible and makes the 
obeying of the will of the King a glad 
matter. A good many who believe in Jesus 
Christ as Saviour are not quite ready to let 


_ him rule in their lives. We have not com- 


mitted ourselves fully to him unless that 
commitment places our doings in his keep- 
ing as Lord. We can never have the joy 
and the blessing and the loyalty of citizens 
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under him if we are holding back some- 

thirg from him. Will you think about 

that during this week? Are you as loyal 

to the King as you should be? Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA, 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Heaven’s Lifeboat.—Lord, are _ there 
few that be saved? (Luke 13:23.) Over 
in England, on the Clyde, every morning 
4,000 men go on board the Queen Mary, 
building for the Cunard-White Star Line. 
It is to be the greatest and most magnifi- 
cent ship afloat. The French ship Nor- 
mandie now holds that honor. Queen Mary 
is expected to be ready to sail in May. 

Remember the Titanic, the largest and 
most perfect steamship ever built up to 
its day, over two decades ago? The last 
word in ships went down in a calm sea 
with about 1,600 souls, April 15, 1912. 

The orchestra played “Nearer, My God, 
to. Thee,” but they went down with the 
rest! The only ones saved were those 
who got into the lifeboats, some five hun- 
dred, mostly women. Millionaires and rail- 
road presidents in the palatial cabins 
drowned with the coal heavers and the 
emigrants in the hold. 

The fine folks in the gilded card room 
joked over their drink and their cards that 
fateful Sunday night as the engines drove 
the great and splendid floating palace into 
the waiting iceberg. They laughed and 
said: 

“No one can be lost on this great and 
unsinkable ship.” Perhaps you have heard 
something like this said of the Titanic 
World Ship upon which every one of us 
is embarked. 

All will not be saved, any more than 
all had their diseases cured. Mark this: 
Unless you get into the “Lifeboat” you 
are lost, in spite of real estate holdings and 
position and securities (Ezek. 18:4; Rom. 
6:23; Rom. 10: 13). 

One of my cronies said, “Bill, I have 
no use for your churches, even though I 
guess they do no harm. I find my God 
out of doors in land and sea and sky.” 
Then I quoted Scripture to him: “Oh, 
yes,” said he, “of course I believe in a 
God, but not the one you talk about. My 
God is too good to hurt anybody by fire.” 

Then I struck a match. “Say, old fel- 
low, behold nature at work in combustion. 
I double dare you to hold a finger in that 
yellow cone and see what you get. If 
Nature is your god, break a law, and you 
are a goner. Break a law of Heaven’s 
God and you area goner unless —you 
step into Heaven’s ‘Lifeboat’ named Jesus.” 


The Only Way In.—Strive to enter in 
at the strait gate: for many... will séek 
to enter in, and shall not be able (v. 24). 
You can’t expect to walk up to the fence, 
put your hands on the top rail and vault 
over, as you do at the ball games in the 
Doe Run and Cochranville cow pasture. 
Nor are the games in the Doe Run and 
Cochranville much ball playing as games 
go. 
_ But when the real ball playing was be- 
ing done in the “World’s Series,” you paid 
a good stiff price for a good seat and you 
crowded into the line with your little piece 
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of pasteboard and worked your way along 
to the gate. When you got there you 
found it to be a “strait” gate, so narrow 
only one could get'through at a time. With 
lots outside not able to “enter in.” 

When you got in, if you are a real “fan” 
you found the expense and the striving 
were worth all the effort and sacrifice 
and the tiresome standing in line. Do I 
have to give you the preachment or do 
you get the idea of the Kingdom of 
Heaven? (Matt. 7:14, 15.) 

While I was at the World’s Fair in 1933 
with my two grandsons, these Wild West 
cowboys, “Bull’s-Eye Bill” and “Montana 
Kid,” the Rodeo was on in the great 
“Soldiers Field.” 

The boys said it was a wonderful show, 
and went often. Much more interested in 
riding and roping than in the Hall of 
Science or the Midway and real Injuns. 
“Rather be there than anywhere else in 
the world.” Had talked about it all the 
way out, and in the anticipated weeks be- 
fore, with the “other fellers.” 

I went once—just once. Left the boys 
with Chester, the chauffeur, and came home 
to the hotel. “Yes, sir, Grandfather, just be- 
fore the best steer ‘rastlin.’” You see, I 
had passed my Buffalo Bill days. But 
here’s the point. There was only one way 
to get in—it was through that little strait 
gate with a turnstile. No climbing: over 
the stadium’s high wall. And you had to 
use the little ticket provided for the pur- 
pose. It is the same for the Kingdom of 
Heaven. The ticket has a cross stamped 
on it, and it is red. Find these:texts (John 
10:1; Eph. 2:13). 


How Little and How Big.—They shall 
come from the east and west, and from the 
north and south, and shall sit down in the 
kingdom of God (v. 29, R. V.). High on 
the wall over the desk in the Rock Run 
Chapel is a large framed ‘engraving of 
Dorés’ “Pilate’s Wife’s Dream.” In the 
foreground is a lovely angel gracefully 
balanced on the baluster of a stairway. Far 
back in the distance is a small bright spot 
of light from a cross. 

All the rest of the great picture is filled 
with a host no man can number. They 
come from the East and the West, from 
the North and the South, to sit down, away 
up yonder where the cross is shining, with 
the Lord Jesus in the Kingdom of Heaven 
(Matt. 27: 19). 

As I write this note Admiral Byrd is 
down in the antarctic, thousands of miles 
away South. Yet last night all those who 
tuned in heard him tell of his experiences. 
Indeed, so small is this planet of ours, in 
comparison with some other planets, that 
North, South, East, and West are all in 
a huddle close together. Indeed, where 
is “East” and where is “West”? 

If years with God are as instant as light 
flashes many times over, miles must be to 
him as contacts. And so, after all, the 
whole wide world as God sees it is bunched 
together and we are rubbing shoulder to 
shoulder and don’t realize it. That is to 
say, the yellow man, the brown man, the 
black man, the red man, and the white 
man all sit down together in the Kingdom 
of God. 

So why. these prejudices, these antipa- 
thies, these discriminations about sitting 
down together in this little speck of a 
world in which we are animalcula. I had 
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almost written “atoms.” Indeed, this same 
wonder that moves the present writer 
moved one of the greatest of all writers 
to cry, “What is man, that thou art mind- 
ful of him?” Now go on and read the rest 
of that beautiful Eighth Psalm and praise 
the Lord as does David that, though you 
are an atom in the universe, yet God wants 
you in his Kingdom. 
CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


A globe map will help you teach this les- 
son. Show the children the different coun- 
tries of the world. Small children will not 
know many of them, but all will have 
heard of some of them, 











ELL the children something of heathen 
countries — that just a few of the many 


millions have heard of Jesus Christ — and. . 


bring out the fact that even in our own 
country, which is called Christian America, 
very few people are serving the Lord. 
Ask them about their own town or neigh- 
borhood. 

But there is a glorious day coming, a 
day when every one is going to know 
that Jesus Christ is God indeed, a day 
when every knee is going to bow to him 
as Lord. And that is the day that Isaiah 
is talking about in our Memory Verse 
(Isa. 11: 9b). 

Did you ever see the ocean? Then you 
know how deep and full the sea is, and 
God says the earth will be just as full of 
the knowledge of the Lord; it will sweep 
all over the earth. There will be no more 
countries on this globe that will be heathen 
countries, when Christ comes to rule in 
Jerusalem. 

But before that day, our Lord is going 
to call out his own children, and we are 
going to meet him in the air, and be always 
with him. 

I wonder if you children would be glad 
to see Christ coming, not as a Babe in 
Bethlehem, but as King of kings, and Lord 
of lords? Every one of us who loves him 
should be watching for him. For only 
when Christ rules the world, will all nations 
bow before him. 

Draw a little globe or map of one hemi- 
sphere on a card. Let the children print 
the Memory Verse on this. 

Monpesto, Cat. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for March 29) 


1. No. “Except a man be born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God” (John 3: 3). 


2. Because of unbelief. They refuse to 
enter by the only Door (John 10:9). 


3. Dr. Scofield says it does not, but that 
it prefigures the rapid but unsubstantial 
growth of the mystery form of the Kingdom 
from an insignificant beginning to a great 
place in the earth. 

4. Matthew 25: 31-46. 


5. The Lord’s answer shows clearly that 
many will be lost, for he says that many will 
seek to enter in and shall not be able. He 
also makes very clear that many shall be 
saved ; for he speaks of those who come from 


the east, and west, and north, and south, re-. 


ferring to the great multitude of Gentiles 
who will be saved. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


6. The command, “Strive to enter in,” is 
certainly intended for us. If it were meant 
for the dispensation of law, this would indi- 
cate that the Lord had two plans of salvation; 
and that he told men to seek to get saved by 
works, which, of course, he never did. Many 
believed in Jesus, but did not confess him be- 
cause they loved the glory of men (John 12: 
42, 43). Saving faith leads to an earnest 
desire to put Christ first, and may mean the 
loss of many earthly things. 


7. This seeking to enter in refers to a 
desire to escape punishment of sin, after the 
final choice has been made against Christ. 
It does not refer to a humble seeking for 
salvation; for the people in this passage are 
called by the Lord, “workers of iniquity.” 


8. The Jews thought they were in the 
Kingdom, and did not recognize the need of 
being born of the Spirit and changed in 
their lives before they could enter. They 
rejected Christ, the only door of entrance. 
They thought the Kingdom would come in 
the sudden punishment of the enemies of 
Israel, and the exalting of them, without 
the inward change. Christ’s disciples ex- 
pected him to set up his Kingdom on earth 
when he went to Jerusalem. 


9. They were mistaken as to the time this 
would happen (Luke 19: 11), and the method; 
but they were not mistaken in the fact. 
There will come a time in which the King- 
dom will be restored to Israel, and also 
Christ’s Kingdom will be set up on earth and 
control the nations of the world. 


10. Yes. Luke 13: 35. 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Self-Examination. 


Discussion: Let’s have a review of the 
things a fellow can do in Christian service; 
also a searching look-in on the inner life 
of a Christian and his walk with the Lord. 


Objective: Getting right with God. 


AY, fellows, I have been over this 

Scripture text a dozen times in the 
effort to select its main lesson for you, 
and every time I read it the challenge hits 
me squarely between the eyes: “Examine 
yourself!” And I have been doing that. 
Nor am I through yet. And it occurs to 
me I cannot do better than pass that chal- 
lenge on to you—especially you fellows 
who may have a pretty fair opinion of your 
Christianity because you are punctiliously 
faithful in certain Christian activities in 
which you have organized yourself. You 
never miss a session of your Sunday school 
class, you read your Bible every day, and 
you pray daily. Maybe you are a tither. 
You can stand up and lead a young peo- 
ple’s meeting in a way that brings you 
commendations from everybody, from the 
pastor down. Why, they wouldn’t think 
of pulling off anything like a service or a 
sociable without getting you on the pro- 
gram. 

And yet. And yet. Just how much of 
all that service is going to stand the clear 
light of God’s all-seeing eye? Our Lord 
is warning us about this today. He indi- 
cates there are going to be some startling 
surprises on that day when every word and 
every deed will be tried as by fire. 

Remember the Pharisee praying in the 
Temple: “God, I. thank thee, that I am 
not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, 
adulterers, or even as this publican. I 
fast twice in the’ week, I give tithes of all 
that I possess.” And the Lord, in his 
parable, compared the publican’s prayer, 
who, standing afar off, would not so much 
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as lift up his eyes, but smote upon his 


breast, saying: “God be merciful to me a 
sinner.” Jesus said that man “went down 
to his house justified rather than the other, 
for every one that exalteth himself shall 
be abased; and he that humbleth himself 
shall be exalted.” 

This is why I say the most profitable 
thing we can do (you and I), in the light 
of this lesson today, is to get right down 
before God and ask him to show us just 
where we stand, in his sight. If we have 
been taking ourselves too seriously let us 
know it. If we have been flattering our- 
selves that after all we are a pretty good 
sort —especially when we think of poor 
Dick, Tom, and Harry, who never seem 
to make the grade but are overcome with 
confusion and awkwardness —if by these 
comparisons we have been boosting our 
own stock to ourselves, please, Lord, just 
show us where we are wrong. Fill us with 
shame and humility because of the many 
things in which we are lacking; cut us 
down to that point where we can come 


clean, and keep us right there for service 


—the kind of service the Master can use. 
PHILADELPHIA, 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jets Telling Bible Stories" 
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Lesson for March 29 


What Have You Learned 
During This Quarter ? 
(Continued from page 183) 


4. “They forsook all, and followed him” 
(Luke 5:11). This means 
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3. The disciples chose the joy of 
service to be secured by follow- 
ing the Lord Jesus. 


5. “If we ask any thing according to his 
will, he heareth us” (1 John 5: -~ 
This means 


1. Receiving is dependent upon our 
asking in accordance with God’s 
will. 

2. We receive everything for which 
we ask, 

3. We may feel free to pray for any- 
thing we want. 

6. “For mine eyes have seen thy salva- 
tion, which thou hast prepared be- 

fore the face of all people” (Luke 2: 


30, 31). This means 
1. Only the Jews were to receive 
salvation. 


2. The Gospel message was only for 
those of the. Lord Jesus’ own 
time. 

3. The Lord Jesus came that all 
people might be saved. 


7. “Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and 
his righteousness; and all these 
things shall be added unto you” 
(Matt. 6:33). This ‘means 
1. Followers of Christ receive all 

the material things they desire. 
2. God promises wealth to those who 
obey him. 
3. It is more important to seek the 
Kingdom of God than material 
possessions. 


8. “No -servant can serve two masters: 
for either he will hate the one, and 
love the other; or else he will hold 
to the one, and despise the other. 
Ye cannot serve God and mammon” 
(Luke 16:13). This means 
1. Material ambitions may rightfully 
supersede love toward God in 
a Christian’s life. 

2. To be a follower of God, one 
must serve him alone. 

3. A Christian cannot hope to be 
successful in a secular career. 


9. “My soul doth magnify the Lord, and 
my spirit hath rejoiced in God my 
Saviour” (Luke 1:46, 47). This 
means 
1. Thanksgiving is not a vital part 
of religion. 

2. The Christian religion consists 
primarily in rejoicing. 

3. Praise and melody are acceptable 
to God. 


10. “He that abideth in me, and I in him, 
the same bringeth forth much fruit” 


(John 15:5). This means 
1. All true disciples will bear some 
fruit. 
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2. Heart attitudes do not determine 
one’s actions. 
' 3, Abiding in Christ means with- 
drawal from the world. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer. Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











April 5. How Give Ourselves to Christ? Acts 
2:41, 42. (Consecration meeting.) 





Sunday, March 29 


How Jesus Gave Himself for Us 
(Isa. 53:3-5; 1 Pet. 2: 21-25) 





Mon.—“‘Loved and gave” (Gal. 2:19, 20). 

Tues.—Christ died for us (Rom. 5 : 6-8). 

Wed.—Love makes sacrifices (1 John 3: 
16-19). 

Thurs.—Follow love’s footsteps (Eph. 5: 


1, 2). 
Fri—Christ and His church (Eph. 5: 25- 


27). 
Sat.—What Christ gave up (Phil. 2: 5-11). 











HE Bible is full of expressions and 

terms that help us understand how 
Christ gave himself for us. There are 
far too many to consider all of them in 
one meeting but we can think with profit 
of some of the more outstanding expres- 
sions used. 

Christ gave himself a ransom. “The 
Son of man came not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister, and to give his life 
a ransom for many” (Matt. 20:28). He 
became the purchase price to buy back to 
God man, who had sold himself to sin. 

$e 

Christ gave himself as our substitute. 
“So Christ was once offered to bear the 
sins of many” (Heb. 9:28); “for Christ 
also hath once suffered for sins, the just 
for the unjust, that he might bring us 
to God” (1 Pet. 3:18). He took our 
place. The penalty for sin that should 
have fallen upon us fell upon him. 

9g 

Christ gave himself to be made sin 
for us. “For he hath made him to be sin 
for us, who knew no sin; that we might 
be made the righteousness of God in him 
(2 Cor. 5:21). Marvel of marvels, the 
spotless ‘Lamb of God not only bore our 
sins but was actually made sin for us. 
God his Father had to turn his back upon 
him. It was this that brought out that 
awful cry, “My God, my God, why hast 


thou forsaken me?” And he did this for 


us. 
ve 

The Lord Jesus gave himself for us 
willingly. “Therefore doth my Father 
love me, because I lay down my life, that 
I might take it again. No man taketh 
it from me, but I lay it down of myself. 
I have power to lay it down, and I have 
power to take it again” (John 10:17, 18). 
There was no shrinking on the part of 
the Lord Jesus, but a complete willing- 
ness to give himself for us. 


oe 
The Lord Jesus gave himself for us joy- 
fully. “Who for the joy that was set be- 
fore him endured the cross, despising the 
shame” ¢Heb. 12:2). It was not a joyful 
experience, but the Lord Jesus entered 
into it gladly and joyfully for your sake 
and for mine, 
b 4 


The Lord Jesus gave himself for us 
humbly. “But made himself of no repu- 
tation, and took upon him the form of a 
servant, and was made in the likeness of 
men: and being found in fashion as a 
man, he humbled himself, and became obe- 
dient unto death, even the death of the 
cross” (Phil. 2:7, 8). Down, down, down, 
is the record of the way the Lord Jesus 
went when he gave himself for us. None 
of us has ever been humiliated as he was. 
None of us ever began so high or stooped 
so low. 

ye 


Christ gave himself for us lovingly. 
“Walk in love, as Christ also hath loved 
us, and hath given himself for us an of- 
fering and a sacrifice to God’ (Eph. 5: 
2); “The Son of God, who loved me, and 
gave himself for me” (Gal. 2:20). It 
was his love for us that was the great 
dynamic that moved the Lord Jesus from 
glory down to Calvary for you and me. 


The Lord Jesus gave himself for us 
uncomplainingly. “He was oppressed, and 
he was afflicted, yet he opened not his 
mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the 
slaughter, and as a sheep before her 
shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his 
mouth” (Isa. 53:7). In spite of the 
shame and suffering, and the bitter ingrat- 
itude of those for whom he was giving 
himself, the Lord Jesus never uttered a 
single word of reproach or complaint. 
Does it not shame us, when we think of 
how we complain, sometimes, for infinitely 
less? 

b 4 


But are we merely to gaze upon this 
record of what the Lord Jesus did for us, 
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and to marvel and pass on? It should do 
more for us than merely excite our. won- 
der. God’s Word challenges us, “Let this 
mind be in you, which was also in Christ 
Jesus” (Phil. 2:5). We can never give 
our lives a ransom for many. We can 
never die for the sins of the world. Christ 
has done that once for all. But we may 
indeed have his obedience, his humility, 
his joyfulness, his love, his uncomplaining 
spirit, as we open our hearts to him and 
let him rule and reign within. 


PHILADELPHIA, 


The Shortest Book Again 
(Continued from the second page) 


under “Notes on Open Letters” a friendly 
controversy concerning which was the short- 
est Book in the Bible — Second or Third 
John. Since the New Testament was writ- 
ten in Greek, would not the more accurate 
judgment be rendered in this friendly con- 
troversy on the basis of the number of 
words and letters in the original Greek? My 
interest was sufficiently aroused, since I 
happen to be reading to a certaifi extent 
in the original, to count the words and 
letters in Nestle’s Text of the Greek. My 
count was as follows: Second John— 
words, 246; letters, 1,124; as over against 
Third John—words, 221; and _ letters, 
1,093. This would, in my humble opinion, 
give your Florida reader the victory, with 
Third John as the shortest book. 


In your “Notes on Open Letters” of 
December 14 I find a friendly controversy 
over the shortest Book in the Bible. Here 
is some data that will authoritatively settle 
the question. 

Second John has 1,117 Greek letters in it. 

Third John has'1,104 Greek letters in it. 

These figures are the count of the Greek 


text which underlies the Authorized Ver- 
sion. 


The figures for the Greek text which 
underlies the. American Standard Version 
are as follows: 

Second John has 1,091 Greek letters in it. 

Third John has 1,106 Greek letters in it. 

Thus the matter is brought into the field 
of textual criticism. : 


It is my firm conviction that the Re- 
visers have followed Greek manuscripts 
which are not safe and trustworthy. I am 
persuaded that the Greek text which under- 
lies the Authorized Version is the only safe 
and dependable text. I should be glad to 
correspond with anyone who is interested 
in this important field. 


Since these three letters were received, 
three others have come, one to the Editor, 
and two to Mr. Smith, all referring to the 
Greek text. It is interesting that the one 
written to the Editor came from Pastor 
A. Antomarchi, a writer and evangelist of 
southern France, who was for some time 
associated with the Belgian Gospel Mis- 
sion, 

A summary of the conclusions of these 
six letters, all based on Greek texts of the 
New Testament, is certainly interesting. 


“SS eee 248 words ...... 1,148 letters 
Ber. is ew 246 ee ® OM Sar rwzqCt«* 
a rere Oe know Pri. 
\ ee 246 ©. -.Siaiy Brass rw “ 
ee Ratace 245 ee Sa See ayer: * 
Pe Sees 246 OER See Vit... °* 

$ Jen... SIO WOTES . cc0s 1,094 letters 
lalla Saree 221 i 7005 “= 
a tee ae <i ee iioe « & 
7 eee BOG fk oa har yres....¢ 
ar 219 ie, Vieaeaen z,100 .-* 
eee 219 MD  : Biaretaters z,309 . .* 


It will be noted that of- the- twenty-two 
figures given in these six -letters (one 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


writer omitted the count of words in the 
two books), very few agree, and no two 
writers are in agreement as to the count 
of words and letters in both Epistles. Two 
of the writers agree on the count of words 
and letters in Third John, but these same 
two are not in agreement on the count of 
words and letters in Second John. Of 
course, it is possible that different Greek 
texts were used; two correspondents men- 
tion using Nestle. 

The conclusion of the whole matter, as 
Mr. Wade Smith sees it, is this: 


“To me the most interesting thing about 
this whole discussion is not ‘which is the 
shortest book,’ —even though I did start it 
last summer in a most casual way by a 
purely incidental reference in a ‘Say, Fel- 
lows’ treatment, —for that is of compara- 
tively trivial importance; but with what 
painstaking care these students and lovers 
of the Bible guard the accuracy of details 
concerning the Book, no matter how trivial. 
I thought I was boiling over with a con- 
templation of Gaius, to whom Third John 
was addressed —the servant of God with 
a fat soul, who knew the Truth and walked 
in it; to whom John was saying: ‘Be- 
loved, I wish above all things that thou 
mayest prosper and be in health, even as 
thy soul prospereth. For I rejoiced greatly, 
when the brethren came and testified of 
the truth that is in thee, even as thou 
walkest in the truth.” But in the opening 
paragraph I incidentally referred to this 
Third John as being next to the shortest 
book in the Bible—and it was all off 
about Gaius! 


“T have had more ‘come-back’ from that 
furtive reference than from anything I 
have written in the past year! And think 
of the work it caused! It takes time 
enough to count 460 words, but think of 
counting 2,240 letters in those words! And 
doubtless more than once. Last fall in 
my correspondence with the Florida reader, 
I counted the words and letters in Second 
and Third John three times each, for I 
wanted to be accurate; and I am sure 
these friendly Greek challengers were quite 
as conscientious in checking their counts, 
even though they do differ. 

“By no means should these comments 
imply that the latest challengers are not 
interested in the Word for its truth. I 
happen to know that the physician referred 
to rises at five o’clock every morning in 
order that he may have two undisturbed 
hours for study of the Bible before going 
out into his busy professional day. One 
must love the Truth to do that; and he 
has helped many others to understand 
and love it. It is simply an interesting 
example of ‘how great a matter a little 
fire kindleth.’” 

ve 


Charles Hurlburt Called Home 
By a Friend of Missions 


FTER a long life of usefulness in God’s 
service, the Rev. Charles E. Hurlburt 
in his seventy-fifth year was taken to be 
with the Lord on January 28. He was 
one of the outstanding missionary leaders 
of our day, and as one reviews his life 
work, one marvels that he was enabled, 
by God’s grace, to accomplish so much. 
Peter Cameron Scott, one of the first 
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to get the vision of Africa’s need, went to 
the field in 1891; but in less than two 
years was so broken in health and ill with 
fever that he had to return to America. 
He gathered around him a little band of 
praying friends, including Dr. A. T. Pier- 
son and Charles E. Hurlburt, who was 
then in Y. M. C. A. work as State Super- 
intendent for Pennsylvania, but who had 
heard God’s call to Africa. These men 
agreed to wait on God for the necessary 
money to take them to Africa. 

In 1895 the Africa Inland Mission was 
founded and a small missionary council 
formed, with Mr. Hurlburt as President and 
James H. McConkey as Treasurer. Peter 
Scott died in 1896, and Mr. Hurlburt was 
sent to the field to investigate conditions. 
Upon his return he drew up the consti- 
tution, on a strictly “faith” basis. In 1900 
he returned to the field with his family, 
as General Director of the Africa Inland 
Mission. 

During a period of twenty-six years he 
worked among twenty-six different tribes 
of Eastern Africa, and opened work in 
twenty-four tribes. Of the five children 
who went to Africa with him, his eldest 
son, Charles, and his eldest daughter, Alta, 
died on the field and are buried in Africa. 
The other three are also. missionaries to 
the Congo; the youngest son, the Rev. 
Paul F,. E. Hurlburt, acting as General 
Director of the Unevangelized Africa Mis- 
sion, a faith work started by Dr. Hurlburt 
in 1927 “to push forward in the evangel- 
ization of the unreached tribes of Afriea, 
under the leadership of the Holy Spirit.” 
Mr. Hurlburt was Advisory Director of 
this latter work up to the time of his death, 
besides being very active in giving mis- 
sionary and Bible conference addresses and 
teaching many weekly Bible classes. 

He was also the founder of the first 
Bible Institute in Philadelphia, founded in 
1895, the same year that the first group 
of missionaries left for the field under the 
Africa Inland Mission. After returning 
to the United States some eleven years 
ago, Mr. Hurlburt was for some time 
superintendent of the Bible Institute of 
Los Angeles, and was on the faculty there 
at different times. 

He was born in Iowa, June 11, 1860. 
He did not have the D.D. degree, but for 
many years was known as “Dr, Hurlburt.” 
He surely walked with God as few do 
here on earth, and every contact with him 


brought spiritual blessing and uplift. He - 


is survived by his widow, Mrs. Alta Hurl- 
burt and a crippled granddaughter (the 
eldest daughter of Paul F. E. and Dr. 
Elizabeth Morse-Hurlburt, who gave her 
life as a medical missionary in the Congo), 
both of whom reside in Los Angeles, and 
two sons and one daughter, beside eight 
grandchildren on the field. 

Mr. Hurlburt accomplished much during 
his lifetime for the cause of Christ and 
the glory of God in Africa, and as the 
grain of wheat falls into the ground and 
bringeth forth much fruit, so the mission 
is expecting yet greater things than have 
been done in the past. Prayer is needed 
for those who are left to carry on the 
work of the Unevangelized Africa Mission, 
and for all other evangelical missions in 
that land, that the abundant blessing of the 


- Lord may rest upon them, and that he may 


be glorified in the salvation of many more 
of those millions for whom he died and 
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who. are going out into eternity wholly 
unwarned. 
Just beforé going to Africa the first 


. time, when he heard God’s call to the faith 


life, Mr. Hurlburt wrote the following 
“Faith Creed”: 


Can God e’er fail — 

Or trust in Him be ever disappointed ? 
May not some new experience prove 
That faith was not His plan? 

No! Every cry of faith — 

Real faith that knows and trusts — 


. Brings sure swift answer back, 
- And, for His saints, 


God stands above experience, 

Creating full supply before He wakens need 
or faith. 

My only need — 

To, wait His time; to hear His voice — 

Then speed me on 

Unfearing and unfaltering 

Lest I lose the fullness of divine supply. 

‘Our loss comes not through faith, but fear; 


Our failure not through listening, 
But because we do not hear. 





{ With the New Books 





Infiltration, Quotation, Notation and 


: Mustration. Used by the late W. Leon 


Tucker, D.D. Compiled by H. M. Miller. 


‘(New York Central Bible Conference, 


Homer, N. Y., 25 cents.) “Christianity is 
not ‘ethics’ but experience. Not ‘morals’ 
but the Master. Not ‘standards’ but the 
Saviour himself! Not principles to prac- 
tice but power to perform.” Meaty para- 
graphs like the one quoted, apt stories 
illustrating Bible truths, and short, pointed 
poems make this booklet one of value to all 
Christian workers, From the late Dr. 
Tucker’s scrap and clipping books the 
author has compiled this material with the 
prayer that Christ, whom he loved and 
sérved, may ‘continue to be magnified and 
glorified through these words. 





[ Children at Home 





Ik Strange Food in Africa 
By Clara B. Blair 


This is the second of five stories showing 

how the children live in Africa. These are 

all founded on fact, as Miss Blair has learned 

of the customs and habits of the people from 

: friends of hers who are missionaries. 
Wy Bes Ilusa came to the porch the 
next afternoon she found three little 
girls waiting for her. They were talking 
about the good things they had had for 
dinner that day, and turning to the cook 
Katherine asked, “What did you have for 
Sunday dinner when you were a little girl?” 

“We had no Sundays, and so, of course, 
no Sunday dinners,” was the unexpected 
reply. : 
-« “No Sundays!” exclaimed all three chil- 
dren, “but why not?” 

“The missionaries had not come to us 
-then, and until they came we never heard 
of Sunday.” 

“Wasn't that awful!” said Mabel. 

» “Then what did you have for other 
dinners?” Helen asked. 
“The thing we ate most of was a kind 
of: mush. It was.made of Kaffir corn, or 
of a millet-like grain. The women had to 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


grind the grain between two stones, and 
we girls learned very early.” 

“You ground it!” the girls almost gasped. 
“How could you?” 

“It was hard work, but we were used 
to it and did not think much about it. 
You would not like the mush, but we liked 
it, and were always hungry if we did not 
have it. We made it into gruel for the 
very small children. The mush filled the 
place with us that bread does with you, 

“Then we had several kinds of greens 
that we liked to eat with the mush. We 
had sweet potatoes and peas and beans. 
They were not like yours, but we liked 
them. The missionaries always liked our 
sweet potatoes and said we cooked them 
well, .We had different kinds of bananas; 
some we cooked and some we ate raw.” 

“Didn’t you have our good kind of corn?” 
Helen asked. 

“Yes, but we did not care for it except 
for roasting. We liked it so well that way 
that we used to steal it from the gardens 
before it was old enough to pluck, till we 
learned it was wrong to steal.” ee 

“What kind of meat did you have?” 
Katherine asked. 

“Not much of any kind. We were very 
fond of it though. The men and boys ate 
eggs and chickens, but the women and 
girls were not allowed to have them.” 

“Why not?” asked the surprised girls. 

“One reason given was that they would 
soon become too lazy to hunt greens, but 
the real reason seems to have been forgot- 
ten. Now it is what you people call a 
superstition. 

“There is a kind of field rat that the men 
and boys like very much. They roast it 
on a stick before the fire. Then there are 
some kinds of locusts and grasshoppers 
that we all liked, and ants,—you should 
see my people eat ants!” 


“Eat ants!” the children exclaimed, in 


tones of horror. 


“Yes, ants,” said Ilusa grinning and en- 
joying the excitement she was causing. 
“At certain times of the year the ants come 
up out of the ground. My people build 
grass huts over their holes. In the eve- 
nings we would all sit around these, and 
as the ants came out we would catch them 
and pop them into our mouths as you do 
popcorn.” 

“Bah! How could you?” cried the girls, 
making wry faces. 

. “They are sweet and we like them, but 
it is seldom we can get a white person 
to taste them.” 

“Well, I'd think not!” Helen said. 

“You said the men and women did not 
eat in the same room. Did you set two 
tables?” Katherine asked. 

“We did not set any table,” the cook re- 
plied. “The food was put on in big kettles 
and we gathered around them, the men in 
one room, the women in another, and dip- 
ped in with our hands. It was not a very 
pleasant sight or sound if many were eat- 
ing at once, but we were happier then 
than at any other time.” 

“I should think you would have known 
better than to eat that way,” Helen said, 
with a look and tone of disgust that caused 
Katherine to nudge her with her elbow. 

“How could we know better,” the col- 
ored. woman asked sadly, “when no one 
had ever told us that there was a better 
‘way ?” 
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Just then Katherine’s mother came in 
with a plate of chicken sandwiches, cookies, 
and a pitcher of ice cold lemonade. 

“Now,” said Ilusa, as she arose to go, 
“when you are eating these good things, 
just thank the Lord that you have Chris- 
tian homes and parents who teach you 
how to live.” 

“Yes,” said Katherine’s mother, smiling, 
“and be sure you thank him for this food, 
which no superstition can keep your father 
from sharing with you,” and the two 
women went from the porch, leaving three 
sober-looking little girls to talk over what 
they had just heard, and to enjoy the de- 
licious food that superstition had denied 
to the little girls of Africa. 


(To be continued) 
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Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


March 23 to 29 

Mon.—Luke 13 : 18-21. 
The Growth of the Kingdom. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “So is the king- 
dom of God” (Mark 4:26). Perfect illus- 
trations of the unfolding of God’s King- 
dom were drawn by our Lord himself 
from the earth, “the shadow of heaven.” 
Its development is like the operation of 
the law of sowing and reaping. We are 
now in the seedtime. The glory of har- 
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vest appears at Christ’s coming. In its 
present unpretentious state we are “fel- 
low workers unto the kingdom of God” and 
“know the mysteries of the kingdom of 
God.” Pray for the Montrose School for 
Girls, Montrose, Pa. 


Tues.—Luke 13 : 22-30. 
The Door of the Kingdom. 
Prayer SuGGEsSTIONS: The door to the 
Kingdom of God is low and narrow. We 
have only one Saviour: CHRIST is the 
door. There is only one way: the way of 
faith, Salvation is by one method: by 
grace. There is no self-salvation. Others 
cannot save us. Christ is the only way of 
salvation. “He only could unlock the gate 
of Heaven and let us in.” Pray for the 
South Wales Bible Training Institute, 
Porth, Glam., Wales. 


Wed.—John 18 : 33-38. A Heavenly Kingdom. 

Prayer Succestions: “My kingdom is 
not out of this world’ (Gr.). In origin 
and nature Christ’s kingdom is heavenly. 
Its citizens are born from above. The 
Spirit in them is from Heaven. They are 
partakers of the heavenly calling; and their 
citizenship is in Heaven. They are not of 
this world, even as Christ was not of this 
world. God will preserve them. Their 
blessings are foretastes of coming heavenly 
blessings. Pray for the Sunday School 
Mission of British Columbia, 1601 West 
Tenth Avenue, Vancouver, B. C. 


Thurs.—Matthew 16 : 21-28. A Coming Kingdom. 

PRAYER SvucGcestTions: “Thy kingdom 
come.” On the holy mount the disciples 
saw the glory of Christ’s coming King- 
dom. He appeared with his saints in glory. 
The brief manifestation gave a wonderful 
preview of the approaching Kingdom. 
“Then shall the righteous shine forth as 
the sun in the kingdom of their Father.” 
The transfiguration reveals truths concern- 
ing the state of the departed, the coming 
of Christ, and the glory of his Kingdom. 
Pray for the White Light Mission, 355 
Ellicott Street, Buffalo, N. Y. 


Fri.—Matthew 13 : 44-50. 
The Worth of the Kingdom. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Like . . . treas- 
ure hid in the field.” This parable sets 
forth a great spiritual truth. It serves to 
open the eyes of our understanding so 
that we may know “what is the hope of 
his calling, and what the riches of the 
glory of his inheritance in the saints” (Eph. 
12.18). 
chaser of a field owned all that was in the 
field. Christ died for all mankind, but he 
“also loved the church, and gave himself 


According to Jewish law the pur- 





To obtain the finest edition of the Scriptures is 
the desire of everyone. The chief points to be 
considered are: 

READABILITY sharp, clear and well printed. 


OPACIT 44 thin, 
through 


strong, will not ‘show 











Marper2ibles- 


INCLUDING HIS MAJESTY'S PRINTERS’ AND BAGSTER EDITIONS 


Ask your bookseller to. show you the Harper Bibles, or write for your FREE copy of 
Catalog S1 giving full details of the various sizes and styles. 


HARPER & BROTHERS, 49 E. 33rd Street, New York, N. Y. 


CRAFTSMANSHIP printing and ating by 
artisans of experience who know how. 

DURABILITY all materials used the best that 
can possibly be obtained. 

Add to the above the attractive box and gold 

paper bands used on Harper Bibles and you 

will have the perfect book. 














(Lesson for Mar. 29) Mar. 14, 1936 


for it” (Eph. 5:25). Pray for the Win- 
nipeg Bible’ Institute, 241 Balmoral Street, 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Can, 


Sat.—Psalm 145 : 1-13. An Everlasting Kingdom, 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Thy kingdom is 
an everlasting kingdom.” Earthly kingdoms 
rise and perish. The Kingdom of Christ 
shall never pass away. His majesty and 
sway shall never be diminished. World 
powers like garments wear out and are 
discarded. Our Lord’s kingdom, like the 
sun, shall shine throughout all generations. 
Pray for the Toronto Bible College, 16 
Spadina Road, Toronto, Can. 


Sun.—Isaiah 62:1-5. A Triumphant Kingdom. 

PRAYER SuGcEstions: “A crown of glory 
in the hand of the Lord.” A bright dia- 
dem is the symbol of the coming glory of 
Israel. Her future under the Son of man 
will be as glorious as the sun. To her 
light the kings of the earth shall come, and 
her children will rejoice over her as a 
bridegroom over his bride. Pray for the 
consummation of the glory of both the 
Church and the people of Israel. The 
world needs the triumphant Kingdom of 
Christ more than she needs the light of 
sun, moon, and stars. Pray for William 
Jennings Bryan University, Dayton, Tenn, 
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